
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE: 14 January, 2019 
 

DISCOVER THE WORLD ON PERTH’S BEST OUTDOOR SCREENS 
 

LOTTERYWEST FILMS 
Running until 7 April 

 
Perth’s best summer outdoor cinemas continue with extraordinary films that promise international 
and eye-catching experiences under the starry night sky.  
 

The second half of our 
Lotterywest Films season whisks 
us away on a globetrotting 
adventure with  prizewinning 
movies from Lebanon, France, 
Italy, Colombia, the UK and a final 
film that unites the youth of the 
world who are building a better 
tomorrow for us all. 
 
The 2019 Oscar-shortlisted 
Cannes sensation Capharnaüm, 
Cannes Best Screenplay winner 
Happy as Lazzaro, and Dogman, 
starring ‘Italy’s new Buster 

Keaton’, are among the award-winning films to enjoy at the beautiful UWA Somerville and ECU 
Joondalup Pines. 
 
The next part of the season kicks off with Lebanese film Capharnaüm, about 12-year old Zain, intent 
on suing his negligent parents for ‘giving him life’, a symbolic gesture in the name of all mistreated 
children.  
 
Be intrigued by the luminous Juliette Binoche in Olivier Assayas’ comic drama Non-Fiction, set in the 
shifting publishing industry, about two unfaithful couples who deal with change in all areas of life. 
 
With love and humour, Happy as Lazzaro tells the adventures of a simple-minded young peasant 
and his time-travelling adventures through Italy. 
 
Experience the gripping origins of the Colombian drug trade in Birds of Passage, a genre-hopping 
true yarn that describes how greed, passion and honour mixed with the Indigenous culture and 
ancestral traditions of the Wayuu clan. 
 
Thrill to an exciting and empowering female-led sports documentary in Maiden, which follows 24-
year-old Tracy Edwards, who became the first skipper to lead the first ever all-female crew in the 
Whitbread Round the World Race in 1989. Perth audiences will be especially excited to see Edwards’ 
triumphant stop in Fremantle.   
 
In Dogman, humble Italian dog groomer Marcello navigates a difficult relationship with local bully 
Simone. Immerse yourself in this beautifully crafted vision of a dilapidated Neapolitan suburb, which 



 

 

is fully on the side of our four-legged friends. 
 
The season closes with an inspiring journey that follows six young scientists from Indonesia, Hawaii, 
Mexico and India as they defend original research at the International Science and Engineering Fair 
in Inventing Tomorrow.  
 
In addition to the above seven feature films, seven more Western Australian short films will show 
the wondrous promise and range of our state. The short films include Yulubidyi – Until the End, 
three short music videos from the Yjila Project: Whothatis?, Stereo, and Sugar, and three short films 
from high school students in Perth, Albany, and Karratha, inspired by Boorna Waanginy: The Trees 
Speak. 
 
Lotterywest Films will team up with Perth Festival Writers Week once again on 23 and 24 February 
with Comic Book Heroes, a retrospective of classic comic book, graphic novel and manga film 
adaptations. Look out for the 1980s classic Flash Gordon, complete with the soundtrack by Queen, 
the cult hit Ghost World, the adaption of Fumiyo Kōno’s popular tale In This Corner of the World, 
star-studded sci-fi Snowpiercer and Steven Spielberg’s 2011 film The Adventures of Tintin. 
 
‘I think these films demonstrate the passion and endless creativity of filmmaking cultures worldwide; 
a challenging year for the world has been met by an inspiring response from filmmakers globally’, 
says Lotterywest Films Program Manager Tom Vincent. ‘Each of the creators whose works are 
showcased here has put their heart and soul into telling fresh stories for our time. Whether from a 
far-flung nation or from right here in Western Australia, cinema in all its forms is thriving in 2019.’  
 
Did you miss seeing a film that all your friends were talking about? Or loved a film so much you just 
HAVE to see it again? We are dedicating the final week of our program to re-screening the most 
popular films in the season. Which ones will score encores? We reveal all on Monday 25 February. 
 
The Lotterywest Films 2018/2019 continues with: 
 
CAPHARNAÜM  
Shortlisted for an Oscar, Capharnaüm is written and directed by Nadine Lebaki, and received a 15-
minute standing ovation on its premiere at Cannes, where it scooped the Jury Prize. This politically 
charged tale of a young boy’s lawsuit against his parents symbolically calls attention to the 
mistreatment of children and negligence of parents that occurs on a worldwide basis. Featuring a 
cast of non-professionals who have direct experiences related to the film, Lebaki delivers a 
provoking and neorealist fable. 
 
‘A film that already feels like a landmark.’ – The Telegraph 
 
NON-FICTION 
Australian premiere Non-Fiction is a droll, 
very contemporary drama by Olivier 
Assayas that probes literature, 
relationships, art and online culture, 
starring Lotterywest Films audience 
favourite Juliette Binoche. Worldly 
Parisian publisher Alain must deal 
delicately with dishevelled author 



 

 

Léonard, whose fictionalized versions of his friends’ lives are not selling well. Meanwhile Alain’s wife 
Serena (Binoche) feels that her acting work in a popular TV show, though well paid, is beneath her 
talents. Over a series of meetings and sparkling, rapid-fire conversations Alain, Serena and Léonard’s 
reveal that their professional and personal affairs are connected in surprising ways.  
 
‘Non-Fiction is incredibly witty, fast-paced, and unmistakably French.’ – Film Threat 
 
HAPPY AS LAZZARO 
Winner of Best Screenplay at the 2018 Cannes Film Festival, Happy as Lazzaro follows Lazzaro, a 
pure-hearted peasant and Tancredi, a nobleman cursed by his imagination in an isolated, pastoral 
village dominated by the terrible queen of cigarettes. These two young men’s loyal friendship is 
forged when Tancredi asks Lazzaro to orchestrate his kidnapping. Their improbable alliance allows 
Lazzaro to travel in time to the modern city in search of Tancredi in this tale told with love and 
humour. Written and directed by Alice Rohrwacher, Happy as Lazzaro is a story of lesser sanctity 
and believing in human beings. 
 
‘The urgency of a news bulletin and the authority of a classic...’ – The New York Times 
 
BIRDS OF PASSAGE 
Birds of Passage combines Cristina Gallego’s directing debut and Ciro Guerra’s expertise from 
numerous internationally award-winning films including 2016 Perth Festival hit Embrace of the 
Serpent. The origins of the Colombian drug trade are brought to light, focusing on members of the 
Indigenous Wayuu clan who get involved with the booming business of selling marijuana to 
American youths in the 70s. Deep in Indigenous ancestral culture, the Gabriel Garcia Marquez-like 
tale is a whirlwind of greed, passion and honour. Gallego and Guerra present a high impact, intense 
and charged account of Colombian context and the Wayuu people. 
 
‘That rare sort of modern classic that feels as if it's been around forever. Sure to become one of 
the year's most celebrated releases.’ – Irish Times 
 
MAIDEN 
In this Australian premiere, Maiden 
documents Tracy Edwards, who in 1989 
at age 24, moved up from cooking on 
charter boats to skippering the world’s 
first all-female sailing crew to attempt the 
Whitbread Round the World Yacht Race. 
In addition to the enormous feat of 
endurance in sailing from England to 
Uruguay, Fremantle, Auckland, Florida 
and back home, Edwards battle the 
patronizing attitudes of those who 
claimed the voyage was doomed to fail 
and merely a gimmick. Full of suspense, 
charisma and heroic courage, Maiden is one of the year’s most essential documentaries. 
 
‘Shattering a glass ceiling has rarely been more engrossing.’ – Variety 
 
 



 

 

DOGMAN 
In a run-down Southern Italian seaside resort, mild-mannered dog-groomer Marcello, played by 
Marcello Fonte (Winner Best Actor 2018 Cannes Film Festival), lives under the thumb of tough local 
bully Simone, a man whose bite is just as fearsome as his bark. When Marcello is forced to take the 
rap for Simone’s dirty deeds, he has to finally take a stand. This stylish and engrossing film is the 
follow-up to director Matteo Garrone’s 2015 Perth Festival hit Tale of Tales. 
 
‘Terrifically good…A movie with incomparable bite and strength.” –  The Guardian 
 
INVENTING TOMORROW 

This uplifting, globe-trotting 
documentary celebrates young people’s 
efforts to forge a better tomorrow, one 
step at a time. In Indonesia, Mexico, 
India and Hawaii, seven teenagers have 
been grappling with environmental 
problems with ingenuity, and are now 
preparing to show off their plans at a 
vast science fair in Los Angeles. Full of 
determination and the personality of 
young lives lived to the full, Inventing 
Tomorrow is a wonderful tonic. 

 
‘Rooting for these appealing, thinking-globally/acting-locally adolescents is easy’ – Los Angeles 
Times 
 
The full Lotterywest Films program is available at www.perthfestival.com.au 
 
Image available here. 
 

LOTTERYWEST FILMS 2018/2019 SEASON 

DATES & TIMES UWA SOMERVILLE Mon – Sun ECU JOONDALUP PINES Tue – Sun 

11 Feb – 17 Feb 8pm Capharnaüm Burning 

18 Feb – 24 Feb 8pm Non-Fiction Capharnaüm 

25 Feb – 3 Mar 8pm *(No 
screening at ECU on Friday 
1 Mar) 

Happy as Lazzaro Non-Fiction 

4 Mar – 10 Mar 7.30pm 
*(No screening at ECU on 
Saturday 9 Mar) 

Birds of Passage Happy as Lazzaro 

11 Mar – 17 Mar 7.30pm Maiden Birds of Passage 

18 Mar – 24 Mar 7.30pm Dogman Inventing Tomorrow 

25 Mar – 31 Mar 7.30pm Inventing Tomorrow Dogman 

1 Apr – 7 Apr 7.30pm Encore Sessions announced 
Monday 25 February 

Encore Sessions announced 
Monday 25 February 

 
 
 

https://www.perthfestival.com.au/experience/lotterywest-films
https://cloud.perthfestival.com.au/index.php/s/13qQG0MVhWAAQTr


 

 

Lotterywest Films supported by:  
 

   
 
For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
Stephen Bevis     Natasha Woodcock  
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281                            +61 8 6488 8543 / 0422 459 852 
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au   nwoodcock@perthfestival.com.au  
 
Perth Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, Perth Festival is the longest running 
international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival 
has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of 
new works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 66 years the Festival has 
welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with hundreds of 
thousands of people each year. 
 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016 – 19. 
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