
BOORNA 
WAANGINY
THE TREES SPEAK

Created with guidance from Noongar community Elders, 
Whadjuk Working Party members and the South West Aboriginal 
Land and Sea Council.

Perth Festival acknowledges that our events take place on the 
traditional lands of the Noongar people and we wish to pay our 
respects to the traditional custodians of this Country.

As we celebrate the work of contemporary artists from around 
the world, we also acknowledge and respect the continuing 
culture of the Whadjuk people and the contribution they make 
to the life of this city and this region.   

Thanks to:
The many individuals who have contributed their knowledge and 
time to Boorna Waanginy.

We also acknowledge the participation of Ochre Contemporary 
Dance Company, Middar Aboriginal Dance Group and Kwarbah 
Djookian Dancers, Seeds of Change and Ground Beneath Our 
Feet participating schools and community groups.

Permission has been granted by the Jacobs Family for the use 
of the recording by the late Rev Cedric Jacobs in the Boorna 
Waanginy 2019 presentation.
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BOORNA WAANGINY SYMPOSIUM:  
RUMINATIONS ON COUNTRY
Join us for an afternoon of storytelling and discussion offering 
perspectives on Country and the themes of Boorna Waanginy. 

STATE THEATRE CENTRE OF WA 
Sun 10 Feb 2pm-5pm 

Continuing Connections, 2pm 
Elders share stories of life, environment and resilience with 
warmth, wisdom and humanity. Carol Innes hosts a conversation 
with Noongar Elders reflecting on their own lives and the lives of 
their ancestors. 

Perspectives on Country, 3pm 
What might our future look like if Western and ancient cultures 
join forces to preserve and protect our environment? Ruth Little 
hosts a conversation with Noongar Elder Meningah (Minang) and 
cultural heritage adviser Lynette Knapp and conservation biologist 
Professor Stephen Hopper.

Illuminating our World, 4pm 
Boorna Waanginy, a stunning outdoor spectacular, also delivers 
a powerful message – a call to action for the protection of our 
environment. Can artists inspire us towards a better future? Ruth 
Little explores this question with Boorna Waanginy creators 
Richard Walley, Nigel Jamieson, Zoë Atkinson and Sohan Ariel 
Hayes, along with ecologist and educator Mandy Bamford and 
Perth Festival Artistic Director Wendy Martin.

FREE EVENT

Fri 8 - Mon 11 Feb
8 pm-10.30 pm
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BOORNA WAANGINY: THE TREES SPEAK 
A PERTH FESTIVAL COMMISSION

MORE INFORMATION

Have a question? Need to find out more information?  
Head to the following places: 

perthfestival.com.au

facebook.com/perthfestival

@perthfest #perthfest

twitter.com/perthfestival

08 6488 5555

Check social media for up to date information on the night.

REMEMBER

You will be walking through the park for just over an hour, so wear 
comfortable shoes and bring warm clothing if it’s a cool evening.

Bring your own water. Water stations will be available for you to 
refill your water bottle. 

No dogs allowed.

Perth Festival’s extraordinary 2017 hit Boorna Waanginy returns 
to transform Kings Park into a nocturnal wonderland over four 
spectacular nights. 

In this epic work Noongar culture, science, cutting-edge 
technology and breathtaking artistry come together to 
celebrate the unique and fragile beauty of South Western 
Australia’s landscape. 

Huge projectors transform the avenues of Kings Park into an 
ever-moving canvas, where trees and flowers bloom, flocks of 
birds descend, wetlands fill, bush fires rage and the stories of the 
formation of the land unfurl all around you. 

Bring the family along for an unmissable experience that is truly 
awe-inspiring.

CELEBRATE THIS LAND WE SHARE BOORNA 
WAANGINY
THE TREES SPEAK
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THE JOURNEY THROUGH KINGS PARK

GETTING THERE AND GETTING AROUND GET INVOLVED!

A spectacular walkthrough experience for the whole family.

THE JOURNEY

This walkthrough event runs continuously from 8pm-11pm, with last entry 
at 10.30pm. You are welcome to arrive at any time during the evening and 
experience the event at your own pace. During peak times we may need to ask 
you to wait before entering. Please be patient, follow the instructions of our team 
and look after yourselves. Your 1.5km journey into Kings Park begins at Fraser 
Avenue and concludes with a stunning light installation at the Pioneer Women’s 
Memorial.

Use the map below as a guide to your journey. We recommend allowing 45 
minutes from start to finish, plus 25 minutes to walk to the exit.

THE STORY  
 
Six Seasons

Experience the six seasons of the South West through an immersive tunnel of 
light and sound along Fraser Avenue. As the evocative words of Noongar author 
Kim Scott explain each season as they are thrillingly brought to life all around you.

Mukuru – The season of fertility and the first rains
Djilba – The second rain, wetlands and conception 
Kambagarang – Wildflower season, birth and new life
Birak – The first summer, season of youth, warmth and play
Bunuru – The second summer, season of heat, fire and coming of age
Djeran – Adulthood, the season of ripeness, knowledge and maturity

Knowledge

Explore knowledge systems from both Western and Noongar perspectives 
and learn how Western science is increasingly informed by the Noongar 
understanding of the land.

Creation Stories: Coming of the Colours

Experience two Noongar creation stories. 
The first Jindalee and the Spirit Children is a story about the creation of the 
Milky Way and the The Coming of Colour to the world.
The second story explores the formation of the sandy Banksia woodlands, 
commencing with the formation of the Yilgarn Craton.

Extinctions

See the incredible beauty and fragility of Western Australian fauna and flora –  
and continue your journey through a corridor of spectacular imagery to reveal 
what has already been lost. 

Seeds of Change 

Your journey concludes with a spectacular student-created light installation, 
which looks to our future. Featuring thousands of seed pods, you will hear 
from children, Noongar Elders and community members who are passionate 
about preserving our environment, who remind us of the role we can all play in 
protecting this land we share.  

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Free special event buses will operate between Perth Busport and a stop on Kings 
Park Road to get you to and from the event. Buses depart approximately every 
five minutes from 7pm, with the last bus departing Kings Park Road at 11.15pm.

Transperth offers many easy options to get to and from Perth Busport to take 
advantage of the free special event buses. For details on the Transperth services 
operating, plan your journey at transperth.wa.gov.au or call the Transperth 
InfoLine on 13 62 13 (TIS: 13 14 50). 

PARKING
No parking will be available in Kings Park. If you choose to drive, we recommend 
parking in the Perth CBD and catching the free shuttle from Perth Busport. If you 
plan to park in the City of Perth, we recommend you download their parking App 
for up-to-date information on parking availability:  
cityofperthparking.com.au/mobile-app

Please note ACROD parking bays will be available at the Lotterywest Family Area.

BIKE PARKING

Cycling is a great option for getting to and from Kings Park. Bike parking will be 
available at the start of the event on Fraser Avenue. Bikes are not allowed into 
the event area.

FOOD & DRINKS 

Food and drinks will be available to purchase prior to the start of the journey, 
near the roundabout at Malcolm Street and Kings Park Road, as well as at the end 
of the journey at the Pioneer Women’s Memorial. 

ACCESSIBILITY INFORMATION
The event route will include paving, grass, compact dirt, sloped and uneven 
surfaces. 40% of the event route is grass, 80% of the event has alternative paved 
pathways. Accessible toilets will be available at points throughout the park and 
ACROD parking bays will be available at the Lotterywest Family Area. There will 
be a limited number of wheelchairs available to borrow. Please contact Perth 
Festival to register.

For more information on accessibility visit perthfestival.com.au/access

ASSISTANCE BUS 

For those who require assistance at the completion of the event to return to the 
start, a special assistance bus will be departing from the corner of Forrest Drive 
and Lovekin Drive every 15 minutes. Last bus will depart at 10.50pm. This bus will 
be wheelchair accessible. 

This is a SMOKE FREE event.
Please leave your dogs at home.

This year community members are invited to participate in Boodja Djena: 
Ground Beneath Our Feet. This program aims to empower members of 
the community to take action to bring about change in their immediate 
neighbourhoods to protect Western Australia’s unique biodiversity. The 
downloadable resource includes project and collaboration ideas to give you  
the tools to make a positive, long term impact on the environment.

Imagine if every person decided to take steps to care for the ground beneath 
them? Collectively we can change the way we live and inspire others to care. You 
can be part of that change for the better.

perthfestival.com.au/ground-beneath-our-feet

#perthfest #groundbeneathourfeet
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