
 

 
 

MEDIA RELEASE: 1 November, 2018 

THE WORLD’S BIGGEST NAMES ON PERTH’S BEST OUTDOOR SCREENS 
 

LOTTERYWEST FILMS SEASON  
26 Nov 2018 – 7 Apr 2019 

 
As warm summer evenings beckon, it’s time to head to Perth Festival’s outdoor cinemas to soak in 
new stories, shown for the first time on Western Australia screens. 
 
From 26 November, the much-loved UWA Somerville and ECU Joondalup Pines open their gates 
once again for the Lotterywest Films 2018-2019 season to deliver the very best hand-picked 
international cinema. As the sun sets and the stars appear, audiences can enjoy exciting new food 
and drink options and settle in to the seats of Australia’s best outdoor cinemas. 
 

Meet up with friends, eat some mouth-
watering international treats from the local 
onsite foodies or bring your own basket of 
delights, and let some of the world’s biggest 
names like Penelope Cruz, Willem Dafoe, 
Mads Mikkelsen and Javier Bardem 
transport you across the globe.  
 
The Lotterywest Films program will be 
indulging audiences with uplifting comedies, 
seriously cute documentary, smouldering 
romance and seductive thrillers that will 
leave you suspended until the credits.  

 
Join us for award-winning films like Best Director at Cannes Film Festival for Cold War, Best Film 
(Palme d’Or) at Cannes for Shoplifters, The International Federation of Film Critics Prize at Cannes 
for Burning, Best Actor at Venice Film Festival for Willem Dafoe in At Eternity’s Gate, and Best Short 
Film at Cannes for All These Creatures.  
 
Be taken on a cross-cultural journey with films from Argentina, Iceland, USA, Finland, France, Poland, 
Japan, Spain and South Korea, with many of them early contenders  for the Best Foreign Language 
Oscar including Woman at War (Iceland), Cold War (Poland), Shoplifters (Japan) and Burning (South 
Korea). 
 
If that’s not enough, we’ve also got a selection of the best Australian short films to be played before 
some of our feature films. 
 
‘Though they are all so different, these films are for the heart as well as for the head’ says 
Lotterywest Films Program Manager Tom Vincent. ‘This year’s selection is full of perfect moments 
in cinema when art and craft coincide – such as the incredible chemistry between Mercedes Moran 
and Ricardo Darin that bookend An Unexpected Love, or the musical interludes in Cold War that 
express so much, or the sheer giddiness of a great artist’s creativity in At Eternity’s Gate, or that bit 
in Shoplifters when… no I’ll stop before I say too much. I just cannot wait for you see these films.’ 



 

 
 

 
Lotterywest Chief Executive Susan Hunt says: ‘Perth Festival attracts world-leading arts and cultural 
events, performers and artists and is also a time to showcase the best of our local talent. The Perth 
Festival actively contributes to our vibrant and diverse State and Lotterywest is proud to be a 
supporter and funder of it.’ 
 
‘Lotterywest is a State Government-run enterprise where all profits from the sale of Lotterywest 
games go to supporting the community, cultural events, the arts, the community sector, our 
heritage and environment, and many more projects to support the community of Western 
Australia.’ 
 
Beginning our four-month cinematic adventure is An Unexpected Love, a sexy and smart 
Argentinean romantic comedy-drama from director Juan Vera. After 25 years together as a happy 
family, Marcos and Ana experience the ‘empty-nest syndrome’ as their only son leaves home and 
the couple unexpectedly split to explore a life of the newly separated. But when you have the 
freedom, can the world really be yours alone?  
 
The Lotterywest Films 2018/2019 Season includes: 
 
ARCTIC 
After crashing his small plane, Overgård – played by Mad Mikkelsen (Rogue One, Casino Royal, The 
Hunt) – is stranded alone on the icy Arctic tundra and has mastered the art of survival for himself. 
One day everything changes and he has a far bigger load and responsibility to bear. Mikkelsen gives 
a career-best performance in this gripping survivalist-thriller. 
 
‘Unexpectedly rich and humane…one of the best movies ever made about a man stranded in the 
wilderness.’ - Indiewire 
 
ONE LAST DEAL  
In this Australian Premiere, elderly art dealer Olavi has one last chance to make some serious money 
after he comes across what he believes to be an oil portrait by Russian master, Ilya Repin. At the 
same time he has the opportunity to reconnect with his family, who has been pushed aside for his 
work. Olavi could have his big break – but he must face both the auction house and his own past 
mistakes. 
 
‘A redemptive, moving and stunningly shot depiction of the search for meaning in later life’ - 
Cinevue 
 
WOMAN AT WAR 
The Icelandic comedy-drama, from director Benedikt Erlingsson, follows Halla’s long one-woman 
environmental battle against her country’s industry. When her cherished dream of adopting a child 
arises, she has the opportunity to retire and settle down - but can she let go of her war on the 
industry to pursue her other dream. 
 
Woman at War is Iceland’s submission for Best Foreign Language Oscar. 
 
‘An intelligent feel-good film that knows how to tackle urgent global issues with humour as well as 
a satisfying sense of justice’ – Variety 
 



 

 
 

PICK OF THE LITTER  
What does it take to become a guide dog? In this ‘Labrador-able dogumentary’, five puppies are put 
to the test as they are trained to become guide dogs over a two-year course. Pick of the Litter is an 
incredibly uplifting and heart-warming exploration of the incredible bond between people and 
‘man’s best friend’. 
 
‘Shows us the best in humanity, as well as the best in dogs.’ – Los Angeles Times 
 
SINK OR SWIM 
Mathieu Amalric (The Grand Budapest Hotel) and Benoît Poelvoorde (The Brand New Testament) 
are among the bather-clad leaders in a group of fed-up, fifty-something French men who turn to 
synchronised swimming to escape the stresses of the daily grind in the comedy Sink or Swim. In this 
Australian premiere, join the group in the Fully Monty-style crowd-pleasing journey, as they not only 
discover more about synchronised swimming but about themselves and each other.  
 
‘A surefooted crowd-pleaser with enough warmth and the committed talents of a stellar ensemble 
cast.’ – Screen International 
 

COLD WAR 
Oscar-winning director Pawel 
Pawlikowski’s latest film follows two 
lovers who are fatefully mismatched 
when Europe is torn and divided by the 
1950s Cold War. Cold War, which saw 
Pawlikowski win Best Director at Cannes 
Film Festival, is a music-laden romantic 
saga spanning Poland, Berlin, Yugoslavia 
and Paris, all set to the backdrop of the 
1950s. The black and white film will be 
sure to seduce you with the passion of 
the yearning lovers accompanied with 
the smouldering imagery and sound-
track of jazz, folk and early rock ‘n’ roll.  

 
Cold War is Poland’s submission for Best Foreign Language Oscar. 
 
‘It could be the most achingly romantic film you’ll see this year.’ – Time Out 
 
SHOPLIFTERS 
Shoplifters (Winner, Best Film at the 2018 Cannes Film Festival) is Kore-eda’s most beautifully 
satisfying film yet and is bound to tug at your heartstrings. Lotterywest Film Festival attendees will 
remember beautiful family stories Like Father, Like Son from the 2014 Festival and Our Little Sister 
from the 2016 Festival. Now for the 2018-2019 season, director Hirokazu Kore-eda returns with 
Shoplifters. The latest drama from the Japanese director follows a working-class family who take in a 
neglected young girl to join their already struggling household. Shoplifters is Japan’s submission for 
Best Foreign Language Oscar. 
 
‘Shot through with the director’s trademark generosity and attention to behaviour.’ – Village 
Voice 



 

 
 

AT ETERNITY’S GATE 
See Vincent van Gogh like you’ve never seen him before in Willem Dafoe’s (Winner Best Actor 2018 
Venice Film Festival) award-winning performance in At Eternity’s Gate. This sumptuous film follows 
Van Gogh’s life in southern France in which time he produced an amazing flurry of late masterpieces, 
yet also deepened into his madness and torment. From Oscar-nominated director Julian Schnabel 
(The Diving Bell and the Butterfly) comes a sophisticated and moving film about creation and what it 
means to us. 
 
‘Audacious and elemental … bask in van Gogh’s presence.’ – Variety*  
 
EVERYBODY KNOWS 
Let movie stars Penelope Cruz and Javier Bardem (real life husband and wife!) take you on a 
mysterious game of ‘guess who’ when a guest suddenly disappears at the wedding party in a rural 
village. In the panic of the sudden disappearance, more and more secrets are revealed and it seems 
no one’s past is safe from being exposed.  
 
From the two-time Oscar-winning director Ashgar Farhadi, Everybody Knows will keep you 
suspended until the final act. 
 
‘The mystery becomes popcorn-chompingly compelling.’ – New York Magazine  
 
BURNING 
When Jong-su (Yoo Ah-In Yoo) falls smitten for 
Hae-mi (Jeon Jong-seo) who claims to know 
him from his past, he not only gains a yearning 
love but is introduced to a mysterious stranger 
and enigmatic playboy, Ben – played by Steven 
Yeun (The Walking Dead). Ben takes both Jong-
su and audiences on a rollercoaster journey of 
suspense in this smouldering thriller. 
 
Burning is based on the short story by the best-
selling author Haruki Murakami, and is one of 
the most critically praised films of the year, 
winning the International Federation of Film 
Critics Prize at Cannes. 
 
Burning is South Korea’s submission for Best Foreign Language Oscar. 
 
‘A character study that morphs... into a teasing mystery and eventually full-blown thriller’. – Los 
Angeles Times 
 
SHORT FILMS 
Not only do we have star-studded array of feature films, we also have a selection of the best 
Australian short films. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
JUDAS COLLAR 
See WA’s own Alison James’ poetic and 
illuminating film about feral camels and 
their thwarted need for company. 
 
Judas Collar screens before Arctic.  
 
ALL THESE CREATURES 
This year’s Cannes Best Short Film winner, 
All These Creatures (left) follows a teenage 
boy’s interpretation of his world and his 
memories of a strange infestation.  
 

All These Creatures screens before At Eternity’s Gate. 
 
The full Lotterywest films program is available at perthfestival.com.au 
 
Images are available here 
 

LOTTERYWEST FILMS 2018/2019 SEASON 

DATES & TIMES UWA SOMERVILLE Mon – Sun ECU JOONDALUP PINES Tue – Sun 

26 Nov – 2 Dec 8pm An Unexpected Love  

3 Dec – 9 Dec 8pm Arctic An Unexpected Love 

10 Dec – 16 Dec 8pm One Last Deal Arctic 

17 Dec – 23 Dec 8pm Woman At War One Last Deal 

24 Dec – 30 Dec 8pm Pick of the Litter Woman At War 

31 Dec – 6 Jan 8pm Sink or Swim Pick of the Litter 

7 Jan – 13 Jan 8pm Cold War Sink or Swim 

14 Jan – 20 Jan 8pm Shoplifters Cold War 

21 Jan – 27 Jan 8pm* 
* Sat 26 Jan 8.30pm 

At Eternity’s Gate Shoplifters 

28 Jan – 3 Feb 8pm Everybody Knows At Eternity’s Gate 

4 Feb – 10 Feb 8pm Burning Everybody Knows 

11 Feb – 17 Feb 8pm To be announced Burning 

More films announced in January 
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https://www.perthfestival.com.au/
https://cloud.perthfestival.com.au/index.php/s/vSTtXQTonQNGuXM


 

 
 

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

Stephen Bevis     Natasha Woodcock  
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281                            +61 8 6488 8543 / 0422 459 852 
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au   nwoodcock@perthfestival.com.au 

 
Perth Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, Perth Festival is the longest running 
international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival 
has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation 
of new works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 66 years the Festival 
has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with hundreds 
of thousands of people each year. 
 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016 – 19. 
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