
 
 

 
 

MEDIA RELEASE: 1 November, 2018 

MUSIC MASTERS TO MAKE THE HEART SING 

Fine and Classical Music Program 2019 

Perth Festival celebrates the best in fine music this summer with the world-premiere of two Western 

Australian operas, the Australian premiere of an international opera classic and the residency of one 

of the world’s greatest choral ensembles. 

Revel in the glorious comedy of Mozart’s The Magic Flute, a brilliant blend of live comic action, 

thrilling music and 1920s-style animation from director Barrie Kosky’s Komische Oper Berlin and 

British theatre group 1927 with the WA Symphony Orchestra. This wildly inventive Flute has 

enchanted and thrilled audiences around the world. Now Perth will be the first city in Australia to 

see this most popular of operas as never before when Kosky’s acclaimed company comes to His 

Majesty’s Theatre for the first time. 

Two new operas take pride of place in the Made in WA series of daring local productions 

commissioned and nurtured by Perth Festival. 

Lost & Found Opera takes audiences on a bushranging adventure to a timber mill outside Perth for 

the world premiere of Ned Kelly, with composer Luke Styles and librettist Peter Goldsworthy 

revealing a very different side to Australia’s iconic outlaw. Superstar Australian baritone Samuel 

Dundas takes on the title role in a new-found space that provides the perfect setting, backdrop and 

link to Australia's frontier past. 

 

The Festival’s exciting new venue of Sunset Heritage Precinct will host award-winning composer Cat 

Hope’s new opera Speechless, combining four soloists, a 30-voice choir, the Australian Bass 

Orchestra and Decibel new music ensemble in a powerful and moving response to children in 

detention. While following the structure of conventional opera, Speechless uses a vocal language 

beyond words with a unique score derived from drawings and graphics extracted from the 2014 

Human Rights Commission report The Forgotten Children. 

Three sublime concerts from the world-renowned Estonian Philharmonic Chamber Choir are 

highlights of our 2019 Classical Music Program. We celebrate the Grammy Award-winning choir’s 

pure tonal beauty in two different programs at Winthrop Hall, including a rare performance of Arvo 

Pärt’s transcendent Kanon Pokajanen. In an extended visit to Perth Festival for an entire week, they 

also join another celebrated ensemble, the Australian Chamber Orchestra, to perform works by Pärt 

and JS Bach at the Perth Concert Hall.  

Perth’s premier concert venue will be the perfect place to hear the velvet voice of Grammy-

nominated young star Jazzmeia Horn, a singer hailed as the future of jazz with a name to match. 

Drawing on her love for iconic singers of the 1950s and ’60s, like Nina Simone and Sarah Vaughan, 

this young star has created a sound that is all her own across jazz, soul and gospel classics. 



 
 

 
 

The universal languages of music and dance are a bridge between cultures – and dissolve borders 

between performers and audience – in One Infinity. This exciting Australian-Chinese collaboration 

unites recorder virtuoso Genevieve Lacey with guqin master Wang Peng’s Jun Tien Fang music 

ensemble, choreographer Gideon Obarzenek, composer Max de Wardener and dancers from 

Beijing Dance Theatre and Dancenorth Australia. 

Also erasing the barriers between audience, music and movement is the joyous on-stage adventure 

The Nature of Why. Part of Perth Festival’s pioneering disability arts initiative with DADAA, Charles 

Hazlewood’s British Paraorchestra, the world’s only large ensemble for disabled musicians, joins the 

Perth Symphony Orchestra and contemporary dancers in an up-close and personal audience 

experience. 

The Festival also welcomes superstar UK pianist Freddy Kempf, in a rare gap from his constant 

European touring circuit. This exhilarating and physical performer has a deep and sensitive affinity 

with the Russian Romantic repertoire and his recital of works by Prokofiev, Kapustin and 

Rachmaninov will be a truly special experience at Government House Ballroom. 

 

Fremantle Arts Centre’s annual cross-genre Soft Soft Loud program features the luminous song cycle 

Procession, from Hanna Benn and Deantoni Parks. Direct from its world premiere in the US, 

Analogue, digital, acoustic and synthetic sounds seamlessly combine in this luminous song cycle 

explores the spiritual and emotional core of ceremonial music. 

To close the Festival at Perth Concert Hall on March 3, Silkroad Ensemble, the legendary 

international collective founded by cellist Yo-Yo Ma, visits Perth for the first time to perform a 

program drawing on a rich tapestry of Western and Eastern traditions. The ensemble featured in the 

Oscar-winning documentary The Music of Strangers, which won the audience favourite Golden 

Deckchair Award at Lotterywest Films in 2017. 

‘The hallmark of any great festival is the way a single genre of music is explored and showcased so 

that the full spectrum of its glory can be shared,’ says Perth Festival Artistic Director Wendy Martin. 

This is absolutely the case with Perth Festival’s 2019 classical music program. 

‘Both hemispheres and numerous centuries collide in a set of concerts that are equally perfect as 

individual events but somehow are also greater than the sum of their parts. With the combined 

themes of the voice and once-only, these are performances that, if missed, are unlikely to come our 

way again.  

‘The crowning glory of the program is without doubt Kosky’s unforgettable production of The Magic 

Flute – the cleverest of composers and the best of the operatic canon illuminated and animated like 

never before.’ 

 

 



 
 

 
 

FINE AND CLASSICAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

THE MAGIC FLUTE 

WHERE: His Majesty’s Theatre 

WHEN: Wed 20 Feb – Sat 23 Feb 

HOW MUCH: $36 - $500 

NED KELLY 

WHERE: No 1 Mill Jarrahdale 

WHEN: Fri 15 Feb – Tue 19 Feb 

HOW MUCH: $95 

SPEECHLESS 

WHERE: Sunset Heritage Precinct 

WHEN: Tue 26 Feb – Sun 3 Mar 

HOW MUCH: $49 

ESTONIAN PHILHARMONIC CHAMBER CHOIR 

WHAT: Arvo Pärt & JS Bach with Australian Chamber Orchestra 

WHERE: Perth Concert Hall 

WHEN: Wed 13 Feb 

HOW MUCH: $49 - $146 

WHAT: Canon of Repentance 

WHERE: Winthrop Hall 

WHEN: Fri 15 Feb 

HOW MUCH: $36 - $55 

WHAT: Northern Lights  

WHERE: Winthrop Hall 

WHEN: Sat 16 Feb 

HOW MUCH: $36 - $55 

JAZZMEIA HORN 

WHERE: Perth Concert Hall 

WHEN: Fri 1 Mar 

HOW MUCH: $36 - $75 

ONE, INFINITY 

WHERE: His Majesty’s Theatre 

WHEN: Thur 7 Feb – Sun 10 Feb 

HOW MUCH: $36 - $60 

 



 
 

 
 

THE NATURE OF WHY 

WHERE: Heath Ledger Theatre 

WHEN: Thur 21 Feb – Sat 23 Feb 

HOW MUCH: $36 - $75  

FREDDY KEMPF 

WHERE: Government House Ballroom 

WHEN: Sat 17 Feb 

HOW MUCH: $36 - $65 

PROCESSION: SOFT SOFT LOUD 

WHERE: Fremantle Arts Centre 

WHEN: Sat 2 Mar 

HOW MUCH: $39 

SILKROAD ENSEMBLE 

WHERE: Perth Concert Hall 

WHEN: Sun 3 Mar 

HOW MUCH: $36 - $115 

BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 – perthfestival.com.au 

The Magic Flute supported by 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Jazzmeia Horn supported by 

 

 

 

 

 

One, Infinity supported by 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nature of Why supported by 

 

 

 

 

 

Soft Soft Loud supported by 

 

Silkroad Ensemble presented by arrangement with Arts Project Australia 



 
 

 
 

For further information, interviews or images please contact: 
 
Stephen Bevis                               Natasha Woodcock  
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281 +61 8 6488 8543 / 0422 459 852  
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au  nwoodcock@perthfestival.com.au 
 
 
Perth Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, Perth Festival is the longest running 
international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The Festival 
has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the presentation of 
new works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 66 years the Festival has 
welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with hundreds of 
thousands of people each year. 

Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016–19 
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