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WELCOME
Make a Difference and Celebrate with 
Perth Festival in 2019.

The Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath Our Feet 
project dreams of a time when Perth becomes 
known as one of the world’s greenest cities, letting 
us live side by side with the animals and plants 
that have inhabited the area for millennia. 

This program aims to empower members of the 
community to take action in their immediate 
neighbourhoods to protect Western Australia’s 
unique biodiversity and the environment we 
all share. It includes project and collaboration 
ideas to help you make a positive, long term 
impact on the environment around you. By 
sharing your stories on social media, and through 
Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak 2019, you can 
help Perth Festival celebrate people making a 
difference and encourage others to do the same. 

Any project which helps biodiversity can be 
a Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath Our Feet 
project, and anyone can sign up. Individuals, 
families, community groups, businesses, councils 
– everyone is eligible. Start a new initiative or 
register a project you have already started. Plant a 
Banksia seedling, grow a native garden, help with a 
clean-up, revive an old sump, build an insect hotel, 
plant out your verge – whatever you choose, let us 
know. If you are already part of a project helping 
biodiversity we’d like to know about that too.

You can be part of the growing network of  
people protecting our environment,  
native animals and plants. Register by emailing  
seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au so  
we can keep you up to date with projects  
and opportunities.

Create an online digital footprint by sharing 
your project on social media to help others see 
what is possible. You project may be featured 
as part of Perth Festival 2019. Tag: #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet

Why is the Ground Beneath our Feet  
so Important? 

Western Australia is a biodiversity hotspot. Our 
biodiversity is among the highest in the world but is 

now under threat, with the danger that we may lose 
many of our unique species of plants and animals. 

The ground beneath us supports the biodiversity for 
which we are renowned. By looking after the ground 
beneath our feet and making sure we maintain the 
habitats that species depend on, we care for all the 
living things who share this land with us. 

People feel better and are healthier in areas of 
high biodiversity. Plants help to cool our cities, 
filter our air, maintain our climate and improve our 
mood. Areas of high biodiversity have lower rates 
of diseases and pests. 

By looking after the ground beneath our feet, we 
look after people and the planet we depend on.

Every person can choose to improve the ground 
beneath their feet. Even small actions such 
as planting a local native seedling, maintaining 
native vegetation and stopping our environment 
becoming polluted, support biodiversity.  

Imagine if every person decided to take steps to 
care for the ground beneath them. Collectively, we 
can change the way we live and teach others to care. 
You can be part of that change for the better. 

How Do we Create an Online Digital 
Footprint and Encourage Others to  
Join us? 

Take action and make a difference, share photos 
of your initiatives, set up a social media site or join 
an environmental organisation. Tag Perth Festival: 
#perthfest #groundbeneathourfeet

Your project could also be featured in Perth Festival’s 
Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak in February 
2019! A video of Boorna Waanginy is available here.

Perth Festival reserves the right to re-share 
images posted on social media. Please ensure that 
permissions have been provided for all people, 
including children, featured in photographs on social 
media and that no names are used.

C:\\Users\\emurray-yong.PIAF.001\\AppData\\Local\\Microsoft\\Windows\\Temporary Internet Files\\Content.Outlook\\37175YD5\\Add hyperlink
mailto:seedsofchange%40perthfestival.com.au?subject=
https://www.perthfestival.com.au/event/boorna-waanginy-trees-speak
https://www.perthfestival.com.au/event/boorna-waanginy-trees-speak
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Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath Our Feet focuses 
on actions to protect and enhance Western 
Australia’s unique biodiversity. 

• Identify areas in your home or community 
where biodiversity could be increased, with 
support from friends, neighbours, workmates 
community organisations and local councils 
(including projects you have already started)

• Register by emailing  
seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au 

• Put your plan into action, becoming a driver 
for real change in your community

• Create a digital footprint by sharing your 
work on social media, building the profile of 
your project, your community and fuelling 
the collective movement for change

• Your contributions will be celebrated as  
part of Perth Festival 2019’s Opening Event, 
Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak,  
8 – 11 February 2019, in Kings Park

OBJECTIVES

• Directly support biodiversity in our gardens, 
verges and suburbs 

• Build a sense of community by linking 
with neighbours, councils, workplaces, 
conservation and other community groups 

• Create a digital footprint by sharing ideas and 
projects, encouraging others to join in and 
fuelling the movement to protect biodiversity 

WHAT IS  
BOODJA DJENA: 
GROUND BENEATH 
OUR FEET

Image: Mike Bamford

mailto:seedsofchange%40perthfestival.com.au%20%0D?subject=
https://www.perthfestival.com.au/event/boorna-waanginy-trees-speak
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Any project that helps biodiversity can be a 
Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath Our Feet project.

First register your project, so we can share 
updates and opportunities with you. 

Email seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au  
and include:

For Individuals/ Families:

• Name

• Email address

• The area that you have chosen to protect, 
including a photo and/or brief description

If you are part of a group, let us know:

• Name of your group

• Contact person

• Email address

• The area that you have chosen to protect, 
including a photo and/or brief description

If you are an individual or a group already 
undertaking a project to support local biodiversity, 
we would like to know about that too. Any project 
helping biodiversity is eligible to be a Ground 
Beneath Our Feet project. We want to celebrate 
people making a difference.

How will you choose to care for the ground 
beneath your feet? Consider the activity options 
in this pack for an opportunity to involve you, your 
family, your neighbours, community group  
or business. 

Forge links with other community members  
who are choosing to nurture our unique 
biodiversity then post your project on social 
media and celebrate with Perth Festival 2019 as 
we recognise the network of people joining the 
movement for change.

IDEAS TO 
BE INVOLVED

Image: Mike Bamford
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Create a design for a new native garden. It could 
be large or very small. Even potted native  
plants on a balcony or wall garden will increase 
urban biodiversity.

Design tips: Consider aesthetics; what would 
enhance the existing site? Do you need trees for 
shade, smaller plants to allow sunlight in, or a 
combination of both? Prickly plants are great for 
protecting lizards and small birds from predators 
but are best planted back from paths. Consider 
how much maintenance the garden will require.  
If you have limited time, start small and develop 
the garden in stages. Research plant types for the 
area. Your soil type will influence which species 
will grow well. Which species will encourage 
native animals to live in your garden? If you have 
bushland nearby, you may wish to walk through to 
see which plant species show evidence of animals 
feeding on or sheltering in them. 

How will you source your plants? Will you 
purchase seedlings, grow them from seed or take 
cuttings? See Activity 12: Sowing Seeds, and the 
Useful Links section for more information and links 
to resources. 

Contact your local council. Many councils provide 
a number of local native plants to residents, 
may offer to help remove weeds on verge areas 
or provide mulch. Local plant nurseries can be 

approached for advice. See the section Where to 
Find Local Plants for contacts.

Think about adding Creature Creations (see 
Activity 13) to enhance your garden.

RESOURCES 

• The Water Corporation website lists 
waterwise, low maintenance garden ideas

• The Your Home website has tips for designing 
sustainable native gardens 

• Check the APACE suburb selector tool for a 
list of plant species native to your area

• If you would like to see what a plant looks 
like, search for it in Florabase 

• The Wildflower Society of WA also has 
information about plants that you may find 
helpful 

• Kings Park has resources and Master 
Gardeners who can provide advice

ACTIVITY 1: 
DESIGN 
A GARDEN

Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.watercorporation.com.au/save-water/in-the-garden
http://www.yourhome.gov.au/housing/landscaping-and-garden-design
http://apacewa.org.au/suburb-selector 
http://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/about-us/conservation/gardening-resources
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/contact-us/16-kings-park-volunteer-master-gardeners
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/contact-us/16-kings-park-volunteer-master-gardeners
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Identify a garden that needs care. This might just 
be a matter of weeding, mulching or trimming an 
existing garden. Consider the needs of the existing 
plants and look for ways to increase the garden’s 
value for wildlife. A forgotten corner can become 
a haven for wildlife.

Weeds: Weeds shade out native seedlings and 
compete for water and nutrients. They can also 
spread into local bushland. Regular weeding and 
tip pruning after flowering will help native shrubs 
and groundcovers to look their best. Natural weed 
control methods pose the least risk to wildlife.

Weeds are not always bad though. A small patch 
of rough grass or weeds can support some species 
of butterfly. In degraded areas lacking in native 
vegetation, weeds create structure where animals 
can hide. If you plan to remove a large area of 
weeds, consider providing artificial shelters such 
as bandicoot bungalows or lizard lounges where 
animals can shelter from predators while their 
new, native shelter grows. See the Useful Links 
section for more information.

RESOURCES 

• Natural weed control methods 

• Invasive weeds in bushland 

• Weeds and Wildlife

• Plant species that attract butterflies

• Planting gardens for birds

ACTIVITY 2:  
REHABILITATE  
A GARDEN

Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/beating-the-weeds/9436840
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive/weeds/help/gardeners.html
http://theconversation.com/hold-the-spray-some-garden-weeds-are-helping-native-wildlife-47848
http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/animals/living-with-wildlife/238-butterlfygardening
http://birdsinbackyards.net
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Imagine if your garden never needed watering! By 
planting only species adapted to living in your local 
area and soil type, you can create a waterwise, 
wildlife-friendly garden. You will be saving water, 
saving time and saving biodiversity as well.

Local native plants attract local animals. Local 
plants support a myriad of native animal species. 
A single local species of plant – Coojong Acacia 
saligna – is known to support 130 different species 
of insects! In turn these insects are food for many 
native birds, lizards and frogs.

If your block still has its natural soil profile and 
topsoil, then you may not need to add anything 
to the soil to grow local, native plants. Because 
they are adapted to local climate and soils, local 
native plants don’t need expensive fertilisers or 
soil amendment which means low environmental 
impact. Reducing fertiliser use reduces nutrient 
run-off into our waterways. Once local native 
plants are established, they should require little or 
no watering and may even re-seed themselves – 
saving money on plants as well!

By creating a garden of local native species, you 
can enjoy watching local animals find your garden 
and set up residence. Chewed leaves and nuts are 
the sign of a healthy, biodiverse garden. The more 
varied the spots and holes are, the more insect 
species you are supporting, attracting birds, 
lizards and frogs. Chewed nuts are a sign that your 
garden is helping to feed parrots and cockatoos.

Monitor your water usage before and after your 
garden is established and see how much you save.  
Monitor the numbers of birds using your garden 
and see if your bird numbers increase as your 
water use reduces.

Chat to your neighbours about your Boodja 
Djena: Ground Beneath Our Feet project. Post 
photos to your local community’s Facebook page 
and encourage them to join you. Tag #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet. The more your 
neighbours convert their gardens to Waterwise 
Wildlife Gardens, the more biodiverse your suburb 
will become and the less water you’ll use.  

RESOURCES

• The Water Corporation website lists 
waterwise, low maintenance garden ideas

• The Your Home website has tips for designing 
sustainable native gardens 

• Check the APACE suburb selector tool for a 
list of plant species native to your area 

• If you would like to see what a plant looks 
like, search for it in Florabase 

• The Wildflower Society of WA also has 
information about plants that you may find 
helpful

• Kings Park has resources and Master 
Gardeners who can provide advice

ACTIVITY 3:  
A WATERWISE 
WILDLIFE  
GARDEN

Image: Mike Bamford

https://www.watercorporation.com.au/save-water/in-the-garden/garden-design
http://www.yourhome.gov.au/housing/landscaping-and-garden-design
http://apacewa.org.au/suburb-selector
http://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/about-us/conservation/gardening-resources
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Planting out your verge is a great way to look after 
the ground beneath your feet. 

Think of your verge as a resource for wildlife. Imagine 
if everyone’s verges provided habitat for native 
species. The edges of your street would become a 
highway for wildlife moving through your suburb.  

Before You Start: Check with your council for rules 
on verge plantings in your suburb. Some councils 
will supply plants or offer to remove weeds. Make 
sure that you avoid damaging cables or underground 
services. You must check with your council before 
you start and enquire through the Dial before you 
Dig website:  https://www.1100.com.au/

Make a Plan: You need to maintain sight lines 
for road users and people entering and leaving 
driveways, but even low plantings create habitat 
for creatures. Groundcovers and low shrubs 
provide shelter for lizards and insects, and nectar 
for birds. A suitable shade tree provides habitat, 
reduces the heat island effect and increases 
property values.

Place groundcovers near to the road, so drivers 
can pull off in an emergency. If your verge has no 
footpath, create a path through your plantings, 
so pedestrians can walk safely and admire your 
vibrant verge as they walk past.

Choosing your plants: Choose local native plants 
so your verge will increase biodiversity. Local 
native plants are used to local conditions and they 

provide food and shelter for native animals. Talk to 
your council or check the APACE suburb selector 
apacewa.org.au/suburb-selector for species 
local to your area. Once they are established, 
local plants shouldn’t need additional water. In 
exceptionally hot, dry summers, you can provide 
a watering can of water once a week to help your 
plants through if they look parched. It is best to 
water the soil only, not the foliage.

Making connections: Chat to your neighbours 
about your verge garden. Ask if they would like 
to join your Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath Our 
Feet project. The more neighbours who convert 
their verges, the longer your wildlife highway will 
become, allowing animals to move through the 
suburbs, increasing biodiversity and reducing 
the heat island effect. Post photos to your local 
community’s Facebook page and encourage others 
to join you. Tag #perthfest #groundbeneathourfeet 
so we can share your success. 

RESOURCES

• Water Corporation Waterwise Verges

• Dial before you Dig website

• APACE Suburb Selector

• The Heat Island Effect

• Find your local council here

ACTIVITY 4:  
CREATE A  
VIBRANT VERGE 

Image: Mike Bamford

https://www.watercorporation.com.au/-/media/files/residential/save-water/saving-water-in-the-garden/your-guide-to-creating-a-waterwise-verge.pdf?la=en&hash=%20AA17E433B63BF85A664C%20E2B6D2A6DEE278E296A1
https://www.1100.com.au/
http://apacewa.org.au/suburb-selector
https://www.epa.gov/heat-islands
https://walga.asn.au/
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Create a garden that reflects the six Noongar 
seasons.  

Noongar people recognise six seasons in South-
Western Australia, based on the weather patterns 
and the changes in plants and animals throughout 
the year. By planting a range of local plant species, 
you can observe these changes for yourself.

Choosing your species: A good way to choose 
your species is to take regular walks in your local 
bushland, Kings Park or your local native nursery 
and see what is in flower. Kings Park is one of 
the world’s largest and most beautiful inner city 
parks. It is home to the spectacular Western 
Australian Botanic Garden, which displays over 
3,000 species of the State’s unique flora. Two 
thirds of the 400 hectare park is protected 
as bushland and provides a haven for native 
biological diversity. 

‘Plants and People of Mooro Country’ on the 
City of Joondalup’s website provides information 
on flowering and Noongar seasons. You can also 
check the APACE website for species local to your 
area and when they flower.

Choose species that represent each of the 
seasons then watch them flower and set seed 
as the seasons change. You might notice that 
particular flower colours are more common in 
certain seasons. Watch to see when insects are 
active. When do the first butterflies appear? When 
do you hear the first cicadas? When do you see 
birds collecting nesting material or feeding chicks? 

In order to see the natural changes between 
seasons, it is best not to water your garden 
once it is established but let plants respond as 
the weather changes. Six seasons gardens are 
waterwise and a great way to care for the ground 
beneath our feet. Share photos and observations 
on social media to show the seasonal changes. Tag 
#perthfest #groundbeneathourfeet

RESOURCES

• ‘Plants and People in Mooro Country’ 
provides information relevant to the 
Joondalup area

• Kaartdijin Noongar – Noongar Knowledge. 
This page includes a link to a poster with 
information on the Nyoongar six seasons

• APACE Suburb Selector

ACTIVITY 5:  
A SIX SEASONS GARDEN

Image: Bruce Ivers

https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/kings-park
https://www.joondalup.wa.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Plants-and-People-in-Mooro-Country.pdf
https://www.joondalup.wa.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Plants-and-People-in-Mooro-Country.pdf
https://www.noongarculture.org.au/food/
http://apacewa.org.au/suburb-selector
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Create a native garden that provides for each of 
the senses. Some plants are fragrant and have 
showy flowers, others have soft or unusual shaped 
leaves. Planting local native species will help you 
to see colourful native butterflies and hear  
chatty native birds as they feed in the garden.  
Check the Resources list and Useful Links for 
suggested species or take a walk in your local 
bushland for ideas.

Consider adding features such as an artistically 
designed bird bath or insect hotel to add interest 
to the garden. By providing more resources for 
animals, you will also increase biodiversity.

Soundscapes: You may wish to research 
soundscapes. Use your phone to make recordings 
of native gardens and compare them with the 
soundscapes of areas without native plants. 
Record the soundscape of your sensory garden at 
the beginning of the project and again once it is 
established. Can you hear the difference?

You may even like to offer to assist another 
organisation such as an aged care facility to install 
a sensory or butterfly garden. See ‘Facilities, 
Organisations and Businesses’ for ideas and 
information. 

RESOURCES 

• Sensory Gardens

• Plant species that attract butterflies

• Planting gardens for birds

• Plant selection:  
apacewa.org.au/suburb-selector  
florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au  
www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au 

• Wild Sanctuary

ACTIVITY 6:  
RESEARCH AND CREATE  
A SENSORY GARDEN

Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/gardens-for-the-senses
http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/animals/living-with-wildlife/238-butterlfygardening
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/
http://apacewa.org.au/suburb-selector
http://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au
http://www.wildsanctuary.com
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Most suburbs have forgotten areas of land which 
are only mown weeds or dry soil. With a little care 
and replanting they can become important refuges 
for biodiversity and help to link gardens and 
reserves together. Hiding in your suburb there may 
be a verge, a drainage sump, even a strip of land 
tucked behind the shops that you could rescue!

If everyone adopted a small public space in their 
area and revegetated it, the boost to biodiversity 
would be enormous. 

Finding your forgotten corner: Using Google 
Maps’ satellite setting, scan aerial photos of your 
suburb for spaces that appear unused and lacking 
vegetation. Areas that could link up remnant 
bushland or link to existing native gardens are 
particularly valuable. Identify areas which could be 
replanted and imagine how your suburb could look 
if revegetation took place.

Who owns the land? Choose one area that you 
would like to target. Firstly you need to determine 
who owns the land and seek their permission to 
help to revegetate it. Council or other government 
land is often the most likely option. If you are 
not sure who owns the land, then contact 
your local council or check with Landgate. The 
environmental or sustainability officer at your local 
council is often a good person to contact because 
they will understand the value of your project and 
will know who to talk to within council. 

Chat with your neighbours: Think about partnering 
with your neighbours to help build community and 
raise the profile of your project. You may even be 
able to apply for grant funding to buy plants or 
other equipment. Explain the value of your project 
to local residents. Think about a letter drop or 
residents’ get together in your revegetated space. 
Community support is important for the long-term 
success of local projects.

Take before and after photos so that you can see 
the difference you make.

Remember to tag #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet and any community 
partners in social media posts so that we can see 
the great work you do and share it. 

RESOURCES 

• Google Maps – use the satellite setting 

• Landgate 

• Landgate interactive maps

• Find your local council here 

• Places to apply for grant funding:  
www.nrm.wa.gov.au/grants/other-grants.aspx 
www.environment.gov.au/about-us/
grantsfunding 

ACTIVITY 7:  
FIND A FORGOTTEN 
CORNER... AND  
RESTORE IT!

Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.google.com.au/maps
http://www.landgate.wa.gov.au
http://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-and-imagery/interactive-maps
https://walga.asn.au/
http://www.nrm.wa.gov.au/grants/other-grants.aspx
http://www.environment.gov.au/about-us/grants-funding
http://www.environment.gov.au/about-us/grants-funding
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Contact the environmental or sustainability officer 
at your local council to see what you can do in 
your local area. Your council may have identified 
areas that require help from volunteers to 
increase their value for biodiversity. This will often 
involve:

• Tree planting 

• Weeding 

• Mulching 

• Litter clean-up 

Take before and after photos so that you can 
see the difference you make. Remember to tag 
#perthfest #groundbeneathourfeet and your local 
council in social media posts so that we can see 
the great work you do and inspire others to help 
too. 

RESOURCES 

• See sample letter to council at the end of 
this document. 

• Find your local council here

ACTIVITY 8:  
JOIN FORCES  
WITH YOUR  
LOCAL COUNCIL

Image: Mike Bamford

https://walga.asn.au/
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Look around your suburb or workplace. Facilities 
and organisations such as aged care facilities, 
sporting clubs and churches often have access 
to land where biodiversity could be increased.  
Businesses often have unloved garden areas full 
of exotic plants, which are of little value to native 
wildlife. If you belong to an organisation which 
has land that could become a haven for wildlife, 
consider starting a Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath 
Our Feet project.  If you are an individual, contact 
your local organisation and offer to help. 

Below are two examples:

Construct a sensory native garden at a local aged 
care facility: Aged care facilities usually encourage 
volunteers as the residents benefit from contact 
with visitors. Creating a sensory native garden in 
an aged care setting enriches the lives of residents 
and supports biodiversity.

Garden areas in aged care facilities are important 
opportunities for residents to experience nature. 
The familiar fragrance of local bush plants, the 
sights and sounds of native birds, colourful native 
wildflowers and butterflies can be enormously 
valuable. More able residents could be involved 
in developing the garden by researching plant 
species and planning the layout, growing plants 
from seed, helping to plant or water new 
seedlings, or recording the birds that they see 
using the garden.

Establishing a relationship with an aged care 
facility will provide many opportunities. You could 
present a talk about native species, create posters 
about native species in the garden and display 
them for residents and their families. You could 
arrange a garden party for the residents to enjoy 
their new garden.

Create a native garden at your workplace: Imagine 
eating lunch in the fresh air, surrounded by a 
beautiful native garden. A healthy, biodiverse 
work environment is great for the health and 
productivity of your workforce. Contact with 
nature at work has been shown to reduce stress. 
Shared creative activities are great for team 
building. Start a Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath 
Our Feet project at your workplace and invite 
everyone to help. You could organise a monthly 
get-together to weed and plant, share stories and 
nibbles after work or at lunch time.  Share photos 
and stories about your project and tag #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet to show everyone how 
your workplace is helping biodiversity.

RESOURCES 

• Check for aged care facilities in your area

• Sensory Gardens

• The positive effect of nature contact in 
workplaces

ACTIVITY 9:  
FACILITIES, 
ORGANISATIONS AND 
BUSINESSES Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.agedcareguide.com.au/nursing-homes/wa
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/gardens-for-the-senses
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3072911/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3072911/
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If you don’t have a garden or can’t commit 
to long-term care of a green space, why not 
volunteer to plant trees with a community planting 
organisation? Volunteer groups such as Greening 
Australia, Conservation Volunteers Australia and 
Trillion Trees organise planting days and need 
volunteers to help. Check their websites or 
email them to register your interest in helping 
with projects in your area. Individuals, families, 
groups and businesses can all volunteer their 
time. You could make a regular planting day part 
of your family or workplace calendar. Planting 
and weeding activities are always happening 
somewhere nearby. You’ll have fun, meet new 
people and be helping to restore biodiversity at 
the same time! 

Volunteering WA can link you with opportunities in 
your area. Search for activities on their website.

Remember to take a photo and tag #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet and your planting 
organisation in social media so we can see how 
you are helping biodiversity and encourage others 
to join in.

RESOURCES 

• Greening Australia 

• Trillion Trees Australia 

• Volunteering WA 

• Conservation Volunteers Australia

ACTIVITY 10:  
HELP AT A  
PLANTING DAY Image: Mike Bamford

https://www.volunteeringwa.org.au/#/
http://greeningaustralia.org.au
http://trilliontrees.org.au
http://www.volunteeringwa.org.au
https://conservationvolunteers.com.au/get-involved/%20volunteer/western-australia/
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Litter pollutes the environment and can be 
dangerous for wildlife. Participate in an organised 
clean-up with an organisation such as Clean Up 
Australia, your local council or organise a rubbish 
clean-up around your neighbourhood, waterway 
or local park. 

Consider the following: 

• Wearing gloves 

• Sun protection 

• Sharps (container and safety procedure) 

• Appropriate disposal of items collected. 
What can be recycled? What must be added 
to landfill? 

• Emergency contacts/procedure 

• Attend an existing clean-up with an 
organisation such as Clean Up Australia

Remember to tag #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet and your partner 
organisation so that we can recognise your efforts.

RESOURCES 

• Clean Up Australia 

• Recycle Right

ACTIVITY 11:
CLEAN-UP

Image: Mike Bamford

https://www.cleanup.org.au/
https://recycleright.wa.gov.au/
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Growing native seedlings is a wonderful way 
to learn about plant growth while helping 
biodiversity. Children can observe the seeds’ 
germination and growth and take responsibility 
for their care. Once seedlings are growing well, 
you can either plant them in your garden at home 
or contribute them to the Boodja Djena: Ground 
Beneath Our Feet project in your neighbourhood.

Planting Seeds: If you have a native garden or 
bushland on private property, you could collect 
seeds of local provenance. Local seeds are 
adapted to local conditions and you will be helping 
to maintain the genetic character of plants in 
your area. Seeds need to be collected when they 
are ripe and ready to be released from the pods. 
These seeds could simply be scattered where 
they are to grow, or you could sow them in pots 
to observe their growth more closely and protect 
them from snails. You need permission to collect 
seeds or cuttings from any areas outside your 
property. Native seeds may also be sourced from 
nurseries. Quick growing seeds of Wattles such 
as Coojong Acacia saligna or Red-eyed Wattle A. 
cyclops, or Running Postman Kennedia prostrata 
are good for children to grow. Your local native 
nursery may have other local seeds available. 
Check the APACE suburb selector tool for plant 
species native to your area. Your council may also 
have access to local native seed.

Many native seeds germinate after fire, so they 
may need smoke treatment or soaking in boiling 
water to germinate. Ask your native nursery for 
guidance or see the references provided. 

Taking Cuttings: You can take cuttings from many 
native plants. Tar bush Eremophila glabra is a 
coastal species that strikes well from cuttings. 
Check the APACE suburb tool for plant species 
local to your area. Remember to wear gloves 
and work in a well-ventilated area when handling 
potting mix.

Procedure for taking a cutting: 

• Using secateurs, cut a 10cm piece of the 
plant which includes some woody stem 

• Snip off the lower leaves and trim the few 
remaining leaves to half their size 

• Dip the base of the cutting in honey to 
prevent fungus and stimulate growth 

• Plant the lower third of the plant in potting 
mix 

• Place the pot in a shadehouse or protected 
area, watering it when the soil surface 
becomes dry 

• Watch for signs of growth!

RESOURCES 

• Growing native seeds and cuttings

• Propagating native seeds

• Australian Native Plant Society 

• APACE Suburb Selector

• Pre-treating seeds with Smoke

ACTIVITY 12: 
SOWING SEEDS

Image: Mike Bamford

https://www.redland.qld.gov.au/info/20286/native_gardening/640/%20growing_native_plants_from_seeds_and_cuttings
http://www.anbg.gov.au/PROPGATE/collecti.htm
http://anpsa.org.au/seed.html
http://apacewa.org.au/suburb-selecto
http://anpsa.org.au/articles/smoke-germination.html
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Design and construct a solution to support local 
wildlife in your area. Ideas may include: 

• Nesting boxes 

• Insect hotels 

• Bird baths 

• Frog bog 

• Fish pond 

• Lizard lounges 

• Bandicoot bungalows

Think of the features that would encourage 
creatures to use your construction. Use recycled 
materials where possible.

Insect hotels may be constructed from a variety 
of readily sourced materials. You can use recycled 
plastic drink bottles, ice-cream or yoghurt 
containers, plastic tubes or paper straws and 
decorate them with brightly coloured bottle caps, 
or use materials such as recycled wood, twigs, 
clay and bamboo for a more natural design.

Native bees are most active in spring, summer and 
early autumn. They will readily use holes in wood, 
clay, bamboo and even paper straws. Different 
species require different materials and sizes of 
holes. Provide a range of holes from 3 – 12mm 
diameter and from 50 – 200mm deep. Ground 
nesting bees such as blue-banded bees need a 

patch of bare sand or sandy patches between 
paving bricks in which to dig their nests.

Be resourceful. Many creature homes can be 
constructed using recycled materials. Holes 
and imperfections in recycled timber may be 
used by native bees. Gabion walls have crevices 
where insects and geckoes can hide. Shelters 
for bandicoots and lizards may be made from 
logs, pipes, rocks or planks. Make sure that you 
provide multiple entrances to confuse predators 
such as foxes. Planting shrubs or groundcovers 
around entrances helps too, as the plants provide 
concealed routes to and from the shelter.

Share photos of your creations.  
Tag #perthfest #groundbeneathourfeet

RESOURCES

• Nest boxes 

• Bird baths

• Examples of insect hotels 

• ABC Gardening Australia 

• Build a bee B&B 

• Nature Studies Blog

ACTIVITY 13:  
CREATURE  
CREATIONS Image: Mandy Bamford

Image: Mike Bamford

http://birdsinbackyards.net/Nest-box
http://birdsinbackyards.net/Bird-Baths
https://www.sgaonline.org.au/insect-hotels/
http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/bee-hotel/9440586
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/buildabeebandb/
http://backyardbiol.blogspot.com
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How successful is your Boodja Djena: Ground 
Beneath Our Feet biodiversity project? If you are 
interested to know, you could keep records and 
contribute them to an online database or even set 
up your own monitoring program to measure your 
success. To set up your study, you will need to 
decide:

What is your aim? For example: ‘to provide more 
Banksias for Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo’ or ‘to 
create a garden for native butterflies’.

What will you measure? You could simply take 
photos at intervals. Have a standard point and 
direction so that you can compare the photos 
to assess growth. You could measure the growth 
of your Banksia seedlings or count the number 
that are surviving, or count the number of 
cockatoos that you see. For a butterfly garden, 
you could measure the plants, count the numbers 
of seedlings sprouting or count the number of 
caterpillars or butterflies that you see. Look 
for evidence of native animals. The numbers of 
chewed leaves and nuts are great indicators that 
insects and birds have found your garden!

How will you communicate your results? It 
is important to share your results, so others 
can learn from your experience. Talk to your 

neighbours, present a talk to a local community 
group or publish your results in a local 
newspaper, community newsletter or online. 
Remember to share your findings to #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet so we can share your 
knowledge with others.

RESOURCES

Citizen Science Projects: 

• Atlas of Living Australia 

• Contribute bird records to Birdata

• Take part in the Aussie Backyard Bird Count 

• Microblitz collect samples of soil microbes

• Record frog calls via the Frogspotter App. 
Available free from the App Store or  
Google Play 

• Link with local experts and run a Bioblitz

• Find other citizen science projects here

• Help record biodiversity with Questagame

ACTIVITY 14: 
SURVEYING 
YOUR SUCCESS

Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.ala.org.au
http://birdata.birdlife.org.au
http://aussiebirdcount.org.au
http://www.microblitz.com.au
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/frogspotter/id1049922428?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.frogwatchsa.frogspotter&hl=en_AU
https://citizenscience.org.au/the-australian-bioblitz-hub/
http://citizenscience.org.au/ala-project-finder
https://questagame.com/
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Begin a new initiative at home or start a trend in 
your street. This could include:

• Recycling programs 

• Worm farms 

• Waste-free lunches 

• Car-pooling

• Other innovations that help biodiversity

Dream big and see what solutions you can  
develop and implement to create significant 
change in your suburb.

Remember to share your initiative with us.  
Tag #perthfest #groundbeneathourfeet so we can 
recognise your work and encourage others.

RESOURCES 

• Waste Authority WA

• Waterwise program

• Parks and Wildlife (DBCA) Plants and Animals 
– check the dropdown menus for links to 
more information 

• Check Naturemap for a full list of species 
recorded in your area

• The Jane Goodall Institute

• Living Sustainably

ACTIVITY 15:  
SOLUTIONS FOR CHANGE: 
BEGIN AN INITIATIVE IN 
YOUR SUBURB

Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.wasteauthority.wa.gov.au
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/save-water/water-saving-programs
http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals
https://naturemap.dpaw.wa.gov.au/
http://www.janegoodall.org.au
https://www.iau-hesd.net/sites/default/files/documents/2009_-_living_sustainably_the_australian_governments_national_action_plan_for_education_for_sustainability_fr.pdf
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Letter template to send to local council or organisation:
Edit as required
        [Insert Your Name  
        and Address here]

        [Insert date here]

[Insert Council/Organisation’s Name and Address here]

Dear Environmental Manager/Sustainability Officer,

Re: Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath Our Feet – Perth Festival 2019

I / My group [Insert Your Group’s Name Here] am/is involved in Perth Festival 
2019. We are hoping that you will partner with us in the Boodja Djena: Ground 
Beneath Our Feet project and be part of it too.

To help increase local biodiversity, we would be happy to assist you with: 

• Rehabilitation of local areas [nominate an area, if you have one in mind]
• Tree planting 
• Mulching 
• Litter collection 
• Weeding 
• Edit list as required

A significant aspect of Perth Festival’s program, titled Boodja Djena: Ground 
Beneath Our Feet, encourages people to use social media to promote initiatives 
undertaken by councils, schools and community groups. We will tag your council 
and Perth Festival on social media to contribute to this initiative.

In addition to raising awareness of the importance of natural biodiversity, 
participants are collaborating in on-ground work all over Western Australia and 
becoming part of a movement for change. Contributions will be celebrated as 
part of the Festival in February 2019.

We hope that you will help us to become part of Perth Festival 2019.

Kind regards  
[your name and contact details here]

RESOURCES:
CONTACT YOUR COUNCIL 
OR ORGANISATION
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Looking for inspiration? You can start small and 
build on the project, following your interest and 
the time available. 

Look at these examples of projects that residents 
and groups have undertaken: 

• The Owl Project: residents formed a group 
and adopted an old, unloved drainage sump 
and replanted it with native vegetation to 
encourage owls and other native birds  

• A workplace formed a ‘Grounds and Gardens’ 
group and converted the weedy entrance 
to their workplace into a flowering native 
garden. They organise monthly get-togethers 
after work to weed and enjoy the garden

• Verge Project: Residents started a verge 
project and revegetated all the verges in  
one street.

• An apartment owner planted three pots of 
flowering native plants on their balcony and 
honeyeaters are now regular visitors

• An insect hotel installed in a suburban 
backyard now produces at least 20 native 
bees each year

• A resident who planted a butterfly garden has 
recorded 28 native butterflies in his garden 
at one time!

• Students replaced their verge lawn with 
a garden of local native plants to support 
biodiversity. Children also grow seedlings 
and then plant them as part of Wheatbelt 
revegetation projects 

• A volunteer ’Friends-of’ group revegetated 
and maintains a local reserve. Splendid Fairy-
wrens have re-established in the reserve

Your Project: Every contribution is valuable.  
Don’t be daunted if you can’t commit to a 
large project. Any action that you take will be 
acknowledged and valued. 

Every plant that is nurtured, every forgotten 
corner that is tended will contribute to Perth 
Festival 2019 and Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath 
Our Feet.  

Register by emailing  
seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au 

RESOURCES:
WHAT SHOULD 
I CHOOSE

Image: Mike Bamford

mailto:seedsofchange%40perthfestival.com.au?subject=
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The following community nurseries grow local 
native plants and seeds. Some ‘Friends of’ groups 
have their own nurseries. Your local commercial 
nursery may also stock a selection of local native 
plants.

Wildflower Society of WA  
lists local native nurseries on its website

WSWA Northern Suburbs Branch 
Landsdale Nursery, run by volunteers,  
Saturday mornings

WSWA Eastern Hills Branch 
Has propagation group and a seed bank.

Friends of Yellagonga 
Nursery next to Northern Suburbs Wildflower 
Society Nursery at Landsdale Farm School, run by 
volunteers, has local wetland plants and is open 
on Saturday mornings

APACE Nursery 
Check your soil type and check which plants are 
local to your area using their suburb selector. 

Kings Park  
Membership and Plant Sales check the website for 
details.

Trillion Trees Nursery

WA Landcare Network  
Can put you in touch with ‘Friends of’ Landcare 
groups in your area 

You can also google commercial native plant 
companies such as Lullfitz, Zanthorrea, and 
Carramah Nurseries, and the Australian Native 
Nurseries Group. 

RESOURCES:
WHERE TO 
FIND LOCAL 
PLANTS

Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/grow/wildflower-nurseries/
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/northern-suburbs-branch
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/branches/eastern-hills-branch/
http://www.friendsofyellagonga.com.au
http://www.apacewa.org.au
http://www.friendsofkingspark.com.au/friends-plant-sales
http://trilliontrees.org.au/st-barbe-grove/
http://landcarewa.org.au/
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GARDEN DESIGN 

• The Water Corporation’s site lists waterwise, 
low maintenance garden ideas 

• The Your Home website has tips for designing 
sustainable native gardens

• Check the APACE suburb selector tool for a 
list of plant species native to your area 

• If you would like to see what a plant looks 
like, search for it in Florabase

• The Wildflower Society of WA also has 
information about plants that you may  
find helpful 

• Kings Park has resources and Master 
Gardeners who can provide advice

SEEDS AND CUTTINGS 

• Propagating native seeds 

• Growing native seeds and cuttings

• Australian Native Plant Society

• Pre-treating seeds with smoke 

SENSORY GARDENS 

• Sensory gardens 

• Plant species that attract butterflies 

• Wild Sanctuary 

• Designing gardens for birds

RESOURCES:
USEFUL LINKS Image: Mike Bamford

WEEDS 

• Natural weed control methods 

• Invasive weeds in bushland

• Weeds and Wildlife 

• Google Maps 

• Landgate

COUNCILS, PARTNER ORGANISATIONS 
AND FUNDING AGENCIES 

• Find your local council here

• Greening Australia 

• Trillion Trees Australia

• Volunteering WA 

• Conservation Volunteers Australia

• Clean Up Australia 

• Recycle Right 

• Wastewise program 

• Jane Goodall’s Roots and Shoots program

• Find a Conservation Group

https://www.watercorporation.com.au/save-water/in-the-garden
http://yourhome.gov.au/housing/landscaping-and-garden-design
http://apacewa.org.au/suburb-selector
http://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/about-us/conservation/gardening-resources
http://www.anbg.gov.au/PROPGATE/collecti.htm
https://www.redland.qld.gov.au/info/20286/native_%20gardening/640/growing_native_plants_from_%20seeds_and_cuttings
http://anpsa.org.au/seed.html
http://anpsa.org.au/articles/smoke-germination.html
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/gardens-for-the-senses
http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/animals/living-with-wildlife/238-butterlfygardening
http://www.wildsanctuary.com/
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/sites/www.birdsinbackyards.net/files/page/attachments/doc_15_guidelines_councils_and_planners.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/beating-the-weeds/9436840
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/invasive/weeds/index.html
http://theconversation.com/hold-the-spray-some-garden-weeds-arehelping-native-wildlife-47848
http://www.google.com.au/maps
http://www.landgate.wa.gov.au
https://walga.asn.au/
http://greeningaustralia.org.au
http://trilliontrees.org.au
https://www.volunteeringwa.org.au/#/
https://conservationvolunteers.com.au/get-involved/volunteer/western-australia/
http://www.cleanup.org.au
http://recycleright.wa.gov.au
http://www.wasteauthority.wa.gov.au/programs/wws
http://rootsandshoots.org.au
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-conservation/urban-nature/find-a-conservation-group
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RESOURCES:
USEFUL LINKS

CREATIONS FOR CREATURES 

• Nest boxes 

• Bird baths

• Frog bogs and ponds 
Creating a frog pond  
Frog friendly garden 
Identifying and learning about frogs 

• Examples of Insect Hotels:  
Insect hotels 
Insect hotels in your garden 
Build a bee B&B 
ABC Gardening Australia 

• Nature Studies blog

CITIZEN SCIENCE PROJECTS 

• Atlas of Living Australia

• Contribute bird records to Birdata

• Take part in the Aussie Backyard Bird Count

• Microblitz collect samples of soil microbes 

• Record frog calls via the Frogspotter App. 
Available free from the App Store or  
Google Play 

• Link with local experts and run a Bioblitz

• Find other citizen science projects here 

BIODIVERSITY 

• Kwongan Foundation 

• Federal Department of the Environment  
and Energy

• Western Australian Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions

• Parks and Wildlife (DBCA) Plants and Animals 
– check the dropdown menus for links to 
more information

• Naturemap. Search for all species recorded 
in your area 

• CSIRO Biodiversity

• WWF - World Wide Fund for Nature Australia 

• Globio, Global biodiversity education

• Perth Zoo 

• Western Australian Museum 

• The WA Naturalists’ Club

• WA Gould League 

• Questagame - help record biodiversity

Image: Mike Bamford

http://birdsinbackyards.net/Nest-box
http://birdsinbackyards.net/Bird-Baths
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Creating-a-frog-pond-12.9-LR.pdf
https://perthzoo.wa.gov.au/get-involved/do-your-part/frog-friendly-garden
https://sustainability.ceres.org.au/resource/frogs-frogs-frogs/
http://sgaonline.org.au/insect-hotels/
http://growveg.com.au/guides/insect-hotels-encourage-beneficial-insects-into-your-garden/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden-activities/buildabeebandb/
http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/bee-hotel/9440586
http://backyardbiol.blogspot.com/
http://www.ala.org.au
http://birdata.birdlife.org.au
http://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
http://www.microblitz.com.au/
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/frogspotter/id1049922428?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.frogwatchsa.frogspotter&hl=en_AU
https://citizenscience.org.au/the-australian-bioblitz-hub/
http://citizenscience.org.au/ala-project-finder/
http://www.plants.uwa.edu.au/alumni/kwongan
http://environment.gov.au/biodiversity
http://environment.gov.au/biodiversity
http://www.dbca.wa.gov.au
http://www.dbca.wa.gov.au
http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals
http://naturemap.dpaw.wa.gov.au
http://www.csiro.au/en/Research/LWF/Areas/Ecosystems-biodiversity
http://www.wwf.org.au
http://globio.org/programs/glossopedia
http://perthzoo.wa.gov.au/savingwildlife
http://museum.wa.gov.au/
http://www.wanaturalists.org.au
https://www.wagouldleague.com.au/
https://questagame.com/
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RESOURCES:
USEFUL LINKS

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

• Noongar culture

• South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council

• Dept of Education 

THREATENED SPECIES 

• Current threatened species list, Department 
of the Environment and Energy

• Threatened species for WA 

• Atlas of Living Australia 

• Earth’s Endangered Creatures

PLANTS 

• APACE native plant list by suburb

• WA Herbarium. Information about native 
plants 

• Wildflower Society of WA

BIRDS 

• Birdlife Australia

• Birds in Backyards

• Sir David Attenborough’s The Life of Birds

• Aussie Backyard Bird Count

• Plants for Black-Cockatoos

SUSTAINABILITY

• Living Sustainably 

SCIENTIFIC ILLUSTRATIONS 

• On scientific illustration 

• Zoological illustrations from  
Colonial Victoria

Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.noongarculture.org.au
http://www.noongar.org.au
http://det.wa.edu.au/aboriginaleducation/detcms/portal/
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicthreatenedlist.pl
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/threatened-species-and-communities
https://www.ala.org.au/
http://earthsendangered.com
http://apacewa.org.au/suburb-selector
http://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au/
http://www.birdlife.org.au/allabout-birds
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net
http://www.pbs.org/lifeofbirds
http://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
http://www.birdlife.org.au/projects/southwest-black-cockatoo-recovery/choose-for-black-cockatoos-planting-initiative
https://www.iau-hesd.net/sites/default/files/documents/2009_-_living_sustainably_the_australian_governments_national_action_plan_for_education_for_sustainability_fr.pdf
https://theconversation.com/what-makes-a-good-scientific-illustration-10037
http://museumsvictoria.com.au/caughtandcoloured
http://museumsvictoria.com.au/caughtandcoloured
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