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WELCOME
Welcome to the Boorna Waanginy Community 
Resource Pack. We’re so excited to invite you to 
be part of this very special event and help sow 
the seeds of change in our community. Join the 
thousands of people choosing to protect Western 
Australia’s unique biodiversity by becoming the 
guardian of a species through Seeds of Change 
or taking on-the-ground action through a 
Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath Our Feet project. 
Choose how you will promote and protect local 
biodiversity, then celebrate with us at Perth 
Festival’s free opening event Boorna Waanginy: 
The Trees Speak 8 – 11 February 2019.

Boorna Waanginy and  
the Seeds of Change 

The 2017 hit Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak 
is back to transform Kings Park into a nocturnal 
wonderland over four spectacular nights. Received 
with acclaim across Australia, this magical, moving 
and powerful experience tells the story of Perth’s 
shared inheritance; the extraordinary but fragile 
ecosystem of the Swan Coastal Plain and the 
need for us all to help maintain this ecosystem for 
future generations.

Noongar culture, science, cutting-edge technology 
and breathtaking artistry come together to 
celebrate and explore the interconnectedness of 
all life and the fragile beauty of South Western 
Australia’s landscape. Trees come to life, stories 
are shared and the urgent need to protect our 
environment is evident through an enchanting and 
unforgettable 1.5km journey in Kings Park. 

Central to the success and power of Boorna 
Waanginy is the Seeds of Change program, an 
ambitious project which in 2017 saw thousands 
of Western Australian school children learn about 
and pledge to protect a species of flora or fauna 
from their local area. Students were asked to 
contribute a seedpod lantern with a drawn image 
of their species and these lanterns formed the 
magical installation at the conclusion of the event.  

This year, community members are invited to 
participate in the Seeds of Change program, and a 
new advanced component – Boodja Djena: Ground 
Beneath Our Feet. This program aims to empower 
members of the community to take action in 
their immediate neighbourhoods, to bring about 
change and protect Western Australia’s unique 
biodiversity. The resource includes project and 
collaboration ideas to give community members 
the tools to make a positive, long term impact on 
the environment which we all share. 

Imagine if every person decided to take steps to 
care for the ground beneath them? Collectively, 
we can change the way we live and teach others to 
care. You can be part of that change for the better. 

Themes of Boorna Waanginy

Boorna Waanginy explores the interconnectedness 
of all life through both western science and 
Noongar knowledge of caring for Country. It 
explores the stories of ancient South Western 
Australia and its land formations and celebrates 
the beauty of the six seasons of our home. 
It signifies the urgency in which these areas 
are endangered and asks everyone to make a 
difference in their own way. 

https://www.perthfestival.com.au/event/boorna-waanginy-trees-speak
https://www.perthfestival.com.au/event/boorna-waanginy-trees-speak
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Seeds of Change: Becoming a Guardian

You are invited to become a guardian of a species 
in your area.  

We are inviting community members, businesses, 
families, individuals and community groups to 
become guardians of a species, which they will 
aim to nurture and protect. Your involvement can 
be as simple as constructing seedpod lanterns, 
a social media campaign or as complex as a full 
research and revegetation project.

First you need to choose a species. See ‘Choosing 
Your Species’ for hints to help you. Then email 
seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au and let us 
know which species you have chosen. We want 
to hear about people caring for biodiversity and 
celebrate with you as part of Perth Festival 2019.  

Seeds of Change: Choosing Your Species

Some native species are common and obvious. 
Others are small and hard to find. All of them are 
important in protecting our biodiversity. Do you 
have a native species for which you feel a special 
connection? If so you may wish to become a 
guardian for this species. If you are not sure which 
species to choose, you can research species from 
your area. You could:

• Take a walk in your local bushland and look 
at the species around you. Check your local 
council website for bushland sites near you

• Speak with an Indigenous Elder from your 
area. Contact your local Council or contact 
the South West Land and Sea Council for links 
to Elders who might be able to help you

• Talk with the Friends’ group for your local 
reserve.  Find them by checking with your 
local Council’s environmental officer or 
through the WA Landcare Network or DBCA 

• Check the species list for your area 
on NatureMap on the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 
website

• Explore your area on the Atlas of Living 
Australia website 

• If you prefer, you could choose a threatened 
species from the list of Threatened Species 
for WA 

• Use Google, Atlas of Living Australia  or 
Florabase if you don’t know the appearance 
of a species

Once you have chosen your species, let us know 
by emailing seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au 
so we can share updates and opportunities with 
you. 

For Individuals / Families:

• Name

• Email address

• Species that you have chosen to protect

If you are part of a group, let us know:

• Name of your group

• Contact person

• Email address

• Species that you have chosen to protect

If you are an individual or a group already 
undertaking a project to support local species, 
we would like to know about that too. We want to 
celebrate people making a difference.

COMMUNITY 
PROGRAM

mailto:seedsofchange%40perthfestival.com.au?subject=
http://www.landcarewa.org.au/
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-conservation/urban-nature/find-a-conservation-group
https://naturemap.dpaw.wa.gov.au/
https://www.ala.org.au/
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/threatened-species-and-communities
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/threatened-species-and-communities
https://www.ala.org.au/
https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/
mailto:seedsofchange%40perthfestival.com.au?subject=
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Image: Mike Bamford

180,000 species in Western Australia need 
our help. Talk to your friends and neighbours. 
Encourage them to sign up too.  By sharing your 
story and encouraging others to become guardians 
of species you will be sowing the seeds of change 
and helping to protect our unique biodiversity.

You can help to create an online digital footprint 
by sharing your story on social media, building 
the profile of your species and fuelling the 
collective movement for change. Tag #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet

Tell us about your project and receive a certificate 
recognising your efforts. Your project may even 
be featured as part of Boorna Waanginy! We want 
to celebrate people making a difference and help 
build the momentum for change.

Email: seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au 

Facebook: @perthfestival 

Twitter: @perthfest 

Instagram: @perthfest

Please ensure you adhere to social media policies 
for your group.

Perth Festival reserves the right to re-share 
images posted on social media. Please ensure that 
permissions have been provided for all people 
featured in photographs on social media (including 
children) and that no names are used. Make sure 
that you adhere to copyright laws when sharing 
information or images.

If you do not have access to social media, 
please email your photos with captions to 
seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au so we can 
share them through our networks. Please ensure 
that permissions have been provided for all 
people featured in photographs on social media 
(including children) and that no names are used.  

SPREAD  
THE WORD!

mailto:seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/perthfest/
https://twitter.com/perthfest?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/perthfest/?hl=en
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Professor Stephen Hopper, Professor of 
Biodiversity at the University of Western Australia, 
talks about how Indigenous ways of being in 
Country represent environmental best practice. 
He argues that everyone should start thinking 
about the environment in the way that Indigenous 
culture has always done – not as a resource for 
mere exploitation, but as the interconnected 
wellspring of life.

Dr Noel Nannup, a well-respected Noongar Elder, 
explains that in order to care for something, 
you need to understand it. Learning about your 
species will also build your understanding of 
the interconnectivity within the ecosystem and 
encourage an appreciation of sustainability  
and stewardship.

You may wish to do some research to understand 
more about how the perspectives of science and 
Noongar culture can work together to preserve 
our natural world.  The movie Synergies: Walking 
Together, Belonging to Country explores this topic 
further and is available on the web here.

WA’S UNIQUE 
BIODIVERSITY

Image: Mike Bamford

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeGqTpLDYjQ
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A good place to start learning about your local 
environment and the flora and fauna that live there 
is with the knowledge of the Noongar people, who 
have always been carers of this Country. 

Noongar knowledge is best learned in person, on 
Country, with an Elder from the community. We 
encourage you to meet with an Indigenous Elder 
and ask them to share their knowledge, attend a 
workshop or walk with an Elder. Good places to 
source contacts are the South West Aboriginal 
Land and Sea Council, Department of Education’s 
Aboriginal Education section, and Sustainable 
Schools’ Key Resources list, or your local 
municipal council. Find your council here.

NOONGAR  
KNOWLEDGE

Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.noongar.org.au
http://www.noongar.org.au
http://det.wa.edu.au/aboriginaleducation/detcms/portal/
http://det.wa.edu.au/aboriginaleducation/detcms/portal/
http://det.wa.edu.au/curriculumsupport/sustainableschools/detcms/navigation/action-learning-areas/
http://det.wa.edu.au/curriculumsupport/sustainableschools/detcms/navigation/action-learning-areas/
https://walga.asn.au/
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JOINING GROUPS  
AND BUILDING  
PARTNERSHIPS

Joining a local natural history group or building 
partnerships between groups can help you 
to learn about and guard your species. Your 
neighbours, a local community group, school, 
council or business may be interested in helping 
you protect your species. By linking with other 
people who are guardians of species in your area, 
your project can become part of a network, 
increasing biodiversity throughout your suburb. 

A list of groups that may interest you are:  

• Local Indigenous Elders may be able to share 
their knowledge (see Noongar Knowledge 
section above for contacts) 

• Local birdwatching groups, such as  
Birdlife WA run meetings and excursions and 
have information about conserving birds 

• Local flora and fauna groups, such as 
WA Naturalists’ Club, WA Insect Study 
Society and the Wildflower Society of 
WA run meetings, excursions and have 
knowledgeable members who may help you 
learn more about your species and how to 
care for it 

• Wildlife Carers, Perth Zoo, Department of 
Biodiversity Conservation and Attractions, 
WWF Australia, BirdLife Australia and other 
organisations are often looking for volunteers 
and this may be a way that you can help 
your species. Your species may have its own 
conservation group, such as Friends of the 
Western Swamp Tortoise If not, you could 
consider starting one!

• Your nearest Landcare, ‘Friends of’ or 
catchment group. Natural Resource 
Management (NRM) WA or your nearest NRM 
Group, may be able to help you find partners, 
or you can check the WA Landcare Network 
or DBCA for groups near you. 

• Local Council environmental or sustainability 
officers may advise on local volunteer groups 
you could contact. If you have identified an 
unloved piece of verge or Council land that 
you would like to adopt ask your Council if 
you could revegetate it for them, to help 
care for your species and improve the 
local environment. Find your council here. 
Share information about your species on 
social media. Tag Perth Festival #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet and your project 
partners so that we can publicise and 
recognise your contributions.

Image: Mike Bamford

http://www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-western-australia
http://www.birdlife.org.au/locations/birdlife-western-australia
http://www.wanaturalists.org.au
http://museum.wa.gov.au/waiss/
http://museum.wa.gov.au/waiss/
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au
http://www.wildflowersocietywa.org.au
https://www.westernswamptortoise.com.au/
http://www.nrm.wa.gov.au/nrm-in-wa.aspx
http://www.nrm.wa.gov.au/nrm-in-wa.aspx
http://www.landcarewa.org.au/our-members/
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-conservation/urban-nature/find-a-conservation-group
https://walga.asn.au/


9

UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR SPECIES
Draw or Photograph Your Species  

It is useful to have an image of your species that 
you can use to raise awareness about it.  

Scientific illustration is an important tool which 
is used to record details or features of a species. 
Some scientific illustrations may be used in 
identification guides to highlight particular 
features, which may be difficult to show using 
photographs. Examples of scientific illustrations 
by Mike Bamford are provided in this resource. 
Research your species or examine it closely to 
observe its distinctive features. You may like 
to try drawing your species from life or use 
photographs for reference. Alternatively you could 
try photographing it. Sharing your illustration or 
photographs to social media will help to raise the 
profile of your species.  
Tag #perthfest #groundbeneathourfeet

Raising awareness of your species is an important 
step in conserving it.

Image: Mike Bamford
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UNDERSTANDING  
YOUR SPECIES  
(CONT...)

Lifecycle of your Species

Most species change over their lifetime. Some 
species simply grow larger, while some plants 
have juvenile and adult leaves, and some animals 
undergo complete or incomplete metamorphosis. 
Butterflies and beetles go through complete 
metamorphosis, involving larval, pupal and 
adult stages. The lifecycles of leafhoppers 
and stick insects are examples of incomplete 
metamorphosis – their young (nymphs) are similar 
to the adult and grow to adulthood through a 
series of moults. 

Think about how your species changes over the 
course of its lifetime. Research its lifecycle to help 
you understand what it needs. How does your 
species spend its time? Is there a lot of flying, 
squawking and beak-sharpening like a cockatoo? 
Does it hang around just waiting for birds to eat 
its seeds like a Marri tree?  Share the fascinating 
features of your species’ life cycle on social media. 
Tag #perthfest #groundbeneathourfeet

Image: Mike Bamford
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UNDERSTANDING  
YOUR SPECIES  
(CONT...)

Your Species in its Environment

Your species exists within an ecosystem, a 
community of plants and animals that live, feed 
and interact together in a specific area. 

A habitat is where an organism lives, contributes 
to the web of life and has its survival needs met. 
There are multiple habitats for specific organisms 
within an ecosystem. It is where animals find the 
food, shelter and water they need for survival, 
where plants have the sunlight, water and 

nutrients they need to grow. A healthy habitat is a 
place where plants and animals live harmoniously 
together without overpopulation or depletion of 
resources.

Every habitat is different depending on the 
organism. An ant’s habitat will be much smaller 
than the habitat for a bird that may fly long 
distances from its nest to find food. The two 
habitats may overlap and have common elements 
that make up an ecosystem. They may also be 
dependent on each other for survival. 

Image: Mike Bamford
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UNDERSTANDING  
YOUR SPECIES  
(CONT...)

Interactions with Other Species  

Your species has an important role in its 
ecosystem. Understanding the interdependence 
of organisms in your local ecosystem will help you 
to work out how best to protect your species. 
Where does your species live? What does it eat? 
What eats it? How does it shelter? You can find 
information by observing your species in its 
environment. If your species is well known, the 
information may be available online or in reference 
books. Once you understand how your species 
interacts with its environment, you will better 
understand how to protect it.

Think about linking with guardians of species that 
are part of your species’ food web. If your species 
is the Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo, find someone 
who is guardian of the Slender Banksia or Marri. 
That way you can pool resources and cross-
promote each other’s species!

Extra Activities: You might like to create a 
sculpture, diorama, illustration or diagram of 
your species in its environment. You could 
create a food web to show the species that 
interact with it. If you have digital skills, why 
not create an infographic or video and share it 
online to raise awareness of your species and 
how to care for its environment. Tag #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet so we can share it too.

Image: Mike Bamford
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UNDERSTANDING  
YOUR SPECIES  
(CONT...)

Threats to Biodiversity

Biodiversity is the foundation on which all life, 
including human life, depends. All living things 
provide us with the food we eat, the air we breathe, 
the water we drink, the raw materials we use to 
construct our homes, countless medicines and 
natural remedies and many other things on which 
we rely. Biodiversity is indelibly linked to our lives in 
every possible way and we need to protect it. 

Learn more about biodiversity 

Australia is one of 17 countries described as being 
‘megadiverse’. These countries have less than 10% 
of the global surface but support more than 70% 
of the biological diversity on earth. 

Australia’s South West is one of the most 
extraordinary areas of biodiversity in the world, 
but it is under threat. Stretching from Shark Bay 
in the north to Israelite Bay in the south, and 
covering over 300,000 square kilometres, the 
region is home to an incredible concentration of 
unique plant and animal species – including over 
1,500 plant species, most of which are found 
nowhere else in the world. It is recognised as an 
international biodiversity hotspot, meaning that 
throughout this area ‘exceptional concentrations 
of endemic species are undergoing exceptional 
loss of habitat’1.

Land clearing, salinity, feral animals, weeds and 
the root-rot fungus Phytopthora cinnamomi 
threaten the biodiversity values of this hotspot 
and numerous native species are endangered. 
The Western Swamp Tortoise is possibly the most 
threatened fresh water turtle species in the world. 
The Dibbler, a small marsupial which was thought 
extinct for 83 years, also calls the region home. 

Individuals can make a big difference in preserving 
biodiversity. As an example, one Californian 
biologist single-handedly saved a species of 
butterfly – the California Pipevine Swallowtail – 
from extinction. He began by planting California 
pipevine, the only flower these butterflies feed 
on, creating the right conditions to encourage 
the plants to grow. From an initial 20 larvae, the 
butterfly population has grown substantially. Read 
more about his story here.

What threatens (or might threaten) the survival of 
your species? If you identify the threats to your 
species you will be in a better position to protect 
it.

1.  https://theconversation.com/australias-south-
west-ahotspot-for-wildlife-and-plants-that-
deserves-worldheritage-status-54885

http://youtube.com/watch?v=mWVATekt4ZA
http://metro.co.uk/2016/08/01/man-repopulatesendangered-butterfly-species-in-his-owngarden-6042294/#ixzz4O2zAcq81
https://theconversation.com/australias-south-west-ahotspot-for-wildlife-and-plants-that-deserves-worldheritage-status-54885
https://theconversation.com/australias-south-west-ahotspot-for-wildlife-and-plants-that-deserves-worldheritage-status-54885
https://theconversation.com/australias-south-west-ahotspot-for-wildlife-and-plants-that-deserves-worldheritage-status-54885
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CARING  
FOR YOUR 
SPECIES
What will you do to support the survival of your 
species? You can do something simple, like sharing 
information on social media, contributing to citizen 
science databases, or something more complex,  
like revegetating an area in your neighbourhood 
with native species. What does your species need 
to survive and how can you help? 

Raise Awareness

• Talk with family and friends about your 
species to help raise awareness 

• Create a relationship with your species by 
spending time observing and visiting its habitat

• Share information on social media about 
your species. Use your illustrations or 
photographs to attract attention to your 
posts. Tag #yourspecies #perthfest 
#groundbeneathourfeet so we can recognise 
and share your posts and raise the profile of 
your species

• Join a local natural history society to learn 
more about your species

• Contribute to a research project about your 
species or its habitat

• Raise money to donate to a conservation 
group for your species 

• Create a seedpod lantern for the Seeds of 
Change installation in Boorna Waanginy 2019:     
instructions are included in this resource

• Celebrate with us in Kings Park for Boorna 
Waanginy, 8 – 11 February 2019

On Ground Action – Boodja Djena: 
Ground Beneath Our Feet

• Plant appropriate vegetation in your  
species’ habitat

• Contribute to citizen science research

• Create shelter and linkage for protection and 
movement of species

• Link up with other people working to protect 
biodiversity

• See the Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath Our 
Feet community resource for ideas 

Remember to register so we can keep you 
updated with information and opportunities. Email 
seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au and let us 
know your name, email address and the species 
you have chosen to protect.  If you are part of a 
group, then let us know that too.  

Celebrate with Perth Festival 2019

Join us in Kings Park 8 – 11 February 2019 to 
experience Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak at 
the opening of Perth Festival 2019. Help celebrate 
our unique biodiversity and the people choosing  
to protect it.

Image: Mike Bamford

mailto:seedsofchange%40perthfestival.com.au?subject=
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MAKE YOUR 
SEEDPOD
The glowing seedpods are created using 
paper maché. The following instructions are 
differentiated according to their difficulty. If you 
are constructing the seedpods with children, you 
may wish to choose the simple seed for young 
children while older children and adults may wish 
to create a honky nut with a stalk, or a honky nut 
with an open lip. 

Seedpod Instructions

In order to create a seedpod we can use in Boorna 
Waanginy, you need to make sure you use the 
materials listed below. 

• 5–7 sheets of white tissue paper  
(660mm x 400mm), torn into pieces approx. 
10cm x 10cm 

• Balloon 

• Permanent marker 

• PVA glue solution (1 part glue to one part 
water) 

• Masking tape 

• Brush for glue 

• HB pencil 

NOTE: It is very important to use white tissue paper 
and the PVA glue solution as specified – otherwise 
your lantern will not be strong or transparent 
enough and we will not be able to use it. 

It is also important to tear the tissue paper and 
not cut it. Torn fibres create a stronger finished 
bond in the paper maché.

Be sure to dispose of balloons responsibly as the 
material takes a long time to biodegrade and may 
pose a threat to wildlife if ingested.

Image Credit: Toni Wilkinson 



16

MAKE YOUR 
SEEDPOD (CONT...)

Simple Seedpod 

You will need five sheets of tissue paper to create 
this seedpod.

Step 1:

Use a permanent marker to draw a line to indicate 
where the lantern will sit on the ground. Make 
sure it isn’t too close to the knot of the balloon 
because this will make it difficult to peg to the 
ground.

Step 2:

Make sure you’ve torn the tissue paper into  
10cm x 10cm squares. Set one square of tissue 
paper aside. Paste the rest of your tissue paper 
onto the surface of the balloon. All five sheets of 
tissue should be evenly applied over the seedpod 
down to the permanent marker line.

Step 3:

Use an HB pencil to draw your species or write 
its name onto the square of tissue paper you set 
aside. You may wish to write down something that 
you can think of to help preserve your species. 
Paste this special piece of tissue paper onto the 
lantern as your final piece.

Note: make sure you use lead pencil. Water-based 
pigments will react badly with the glue solution.

Wait 24 hours for the paper maché to dry. Do not 
leave your seedpod much longer, as the seedpod 
will deform as the balloon loses air. If children are 
constructing the lanterns, consider providing adult 
help to assist with the final stages. Using a pin, pop 
the balloon and carefully remove it from the inside 
of the lantern. Remember to dispose of all balloon 
fragments responsibly.
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Honky Nut with Stalk 

You will need seven sheets of tissue paper to 
create this seedpod.

Step 1:

Use a permanent marker to draw a line on the 
balloon about two-thirds down the sphere – this 
will indicate where the lantern will sit on the 
ground. Make sure it isn’t too close to the knot of 
the balloon because this will make it difficult to 
peg to the ground.

Step 2:

Set two sheets of tissue paper aside. Tear the 
remaining five sheets of tissue paper into 10cm 
x 10cm squares. Paste the torn squares of tissue 
paper onto the surface of the balloon. All torn 
sheets of tissue should be evenly applied over the 
seedpod down to the permanent marker line.

Step 3:

Take one of your additional sheets of tissue paper 
and twist it into a loose rope.

Step 4:

Fold the rope in half.

Step 5:

Twist the folded rope again to form the stem.

MAKE YOUR 
SEEDPOD (CONT...)
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Honky Nut with Stalk (cont...)

Step 6:

Spread the ends of the stem out to form a base. 
Fix the ends of the stem to the lantern using 
masking tape. Note: Do not use plastic tapes as 
these will repel the glue solution.

Step 7:

Tear the remaining additional sheet of tissue paper 
into squares. Put one piece aside. Paste the rest 
onto the base of the stalk. Continue until the 
whole stalk is completely encased in paper maché. 

Step 8:

Use an HB pencil to draw your species or write 
its name onto the square of tissue paper you set 
aside. You may wish to write down something that 
you can think of to help preserve your species. 
Paste this special piece of tissue paper onto the 
lantern as your final piece.

Note: make sure you use lead pencil. Water-based 
pigments react badly with the glue solution. 

Wait 24 hours for the paper maché to dry. Do not 
leave your seedpod much longer, as the seedpod 
will deform as the balloon loses air. Using a pin, 
pop the balloon and carefully remove it from the 
inside of the lantern. Remember to dispose of all 
balloon fragments responsibly.

MAKE YOUR 
SEEDPOD (CONT...)
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Honky Nut with Opening 

You will need seven sheets of tissue paper to 
create this seedpod.

Step 1:

Use a permanent marker to draw a line on the 
balloon about two-thirds down the sphere – this 
will indicate where the lantern will sit on the 
ground. Make sure it isn’t too close to the knot of 
the balloon because this will make it difficult to 
peg to the ground.

Step 2:

Take two sheets of tissue paper and twist them 
into a loose rope.

Step 3:

Curl the rope around to create a wreath shape, 
twisting loosely to close. This will form the opening 
lip of the honky nut.

Step 4:

Tape the wreath to the balloon using masking 
tape. Note: Do not use plastic tapes as these will 
repel the glue solution. 

MAKE YOUR 
SEEDPOD (CONT...)
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Honky Nut with Opening (cont...)

Step 5:

Tear five sheets of tissue paper into 10cm x 10cm 
squares. Paste them onto the balloon, covering 
the whole of the opening lip. This will ensure that 
the lip is smooth and stable. All five sheets of 
tissue should be evenly applied over the lantern 
down to the permanent marker line.

Step 6:

Use an HB pencil to draw your species or write 
its name onto the square of tissue paper you set 
aside. You may wish to write down something that 
you can think of to help preserve your species. 
Paste this special piece of tissue paper onto the 
lantern as your final piece.

Note: make sure you use lead pencil. Water-based 
pigments react badly with the glue solution. 

Wait 24 hours for the paper maché to dry. Do not 
leave your seedpod much longer, as the seedpod 
will deform as the balloon loses air. Using a pin, 
pop the balloon and carefully remove it from the 
inside of the lantern. Remember to dispose of all 
balloon fragments responsibly.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

These instructions and illustrations were created 
by Zoë Atkinson, Artistic Associate and Designer 
for Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak. 

MAKE YOUR 
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If you would like to contribute your seedpod for 
the finale installation of Boorna Waanginy please 
contact seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au for 
further details. Please note that your seedpod 
will not be able to be returned to you and you will 
not be able to identify your seedpod amongst the 
thousands in the installation.

CONTRIBUTING 
YOUR SEEDPOD TO 
BOORNA WAANGINY

mailto:seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au


22

SEARCH FOR LISTS OF SPECIES
• Naturemap – Search for species recorded in 

your area

• Atlas of Living Australia – Explore your area

THREATENED SPECIES
• Current Threatened species list for Australia, 

Department of the Environment and Energy  

• Earth’s Endangered Creatures  
• Threatened Species in Western Australia

BIODIVERSITY
• Kwongan Foundation 
• Federal Department of the Environment  

and Energy 
• Western Australian Department of 

Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions
• Naturemap – Search for all species recorded 

in your area 

• Biodiversity, CSIRO
• World Wide Fund for Nature Australia 
• Globio, Global biodiversity education 

• Perth Zoo
• WA Museum 
• WA Naturalists’ Club
• WA Gould League
• WA Parks Foundation 

PLANTS
• APACE native plant list by suburb 

• Florabase information about native plants 

• Wildflower Society of WA
• WA Native Orchid Society

BIRDS
• Birdlife Australia 
• Birds in Backyards
• Sir David Attenborough’s The Life of Birds 
• Aussie Backyard Bird Count

INSECTS
• WA Insect Study Society

TAXONOMY
• How to name species 

SCIENTIFIC ILLUSTRATIONS
• On scientific illustration 
• Zoological illustrations from Colonial Victoria

SUSTAINABILITY 
• WA Sustainable Schools Initiative 
• Living Sustainably

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
• Noongar culture 
• South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council 
• Dept of Education

USEFUL 
LINKS

Image: Mike Bamford

http://naturemap.dpaw.wa.gov.au
https://www.ala.org.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/species
http://earthsendangered.com
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/threatened-species-and-communities
http://www.plants.uwa.edu.au/alumni/kwongan
http://environment.gov.au/biodiversity
http://environment.gov.au/biodiversity
http://www.dbca.wa.gov.au
http://www.dbca.wa.gov.au
http://naturemap.dpaw.wa.gov.au
https://www.csiro.au/en/Research/Environment/Biodiversity
http://www.wwf.org.au
http://globio.org/programs/glossopedia
https://perthzoo.wa.gov.au/saving-wildlife/biodiversity-us
http://museum.wa.gov.au
https://www.wanaturalists.org.au/
http://www.wagouldleague.com.au
https://www.ourwaparks.org.au/
http://apacewa.org.au/suburb-selector
http://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au
http://wildflowersocietywa.org.au
http://wanoscg.com/
http://www.birdlife.org.au/all-aboutbirds
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net
http://www.pbs.org/lifeofbirds
http://aussiebirdcount.org.au
http://museum.wa.gov.au/waiss/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2016-08-05/how-to-scientifically-name-species/7681634
http://theconversation.com/what-makes-a-good-scientific-illustration-10037
http://museumsvictoria.com.au/caughtandcoloured/
https://www.iau-hesd.net/sites/default/files/documents/2009_-_living_sustainably_the_australian_governments_national_action_plan_for_education_for_sustainability_fr.pdf
https://www.iau-hesd.net/sites/default/files/documents/2009_-_living_sustainably_the_australian_governments_national_action_plan_for_education_for_sustainability_fr.pdf
http://www.noongarculture.org.au
http://www.noongar.org.au
http://det.wa.edu.au/aboriginaleducation/detcms/portal/
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Seeds of Change and Boodja Djena: Ground Beneath Our Feet  
are part of Boorna Waanginy: The Trees Speak, the Perth Festival 2019 Opening Event. 

We would like to acknowledge the contributions of the following people: 

Nigel Jamieson – Director 

Zoë Atkinson – Artistic Associate & Designer 

Sohan Ariel Hayes – Media Artist 

Dr Richard Walley –Artistic Associate & Cultural Adviser 

Mandy Bamford – Resource Pack Content Writer & Ecological Consultant 

Catherine Bishop – Education Consultant 

Nathan Ducker – Education Consultant 

Dr Mike Bamford – Illustrator 

Dr Noel Nannup – Project Contributor 

Prof Stephen Hopper – Project Contributor 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Have a question? Want to become a guardian?  
Want to know about delivery of your seedpods? 
Phone: 6488 2000
Email: seedsofchange@perthfestival.com.au
Facebook: @perthfestival
Twitter: @perthfest
Instagram: @perthfest


