
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE: 8 August 2018  

VISUAL MASTER SERVES A FEAST OF SURPRISES  
 

The Great Tamer 
 

Dimitris Papaioannou (Greece) 
 

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE 
 

“Exquisite food for the senses. Addictive to the eye” El Pais 
 

 
 
Perth Festival presents a theatrical feast of surreal delights from Dimitris Papaioannou, the director of the 
2004 Athens Olympic Opening and Closing ceremonies. 

Making its Australian premiere, The Great Tamer vividly explores the mysteries of life, death and the beauty 
of humanity.  

Papaioannou builds enigmatic, dreamlike scenes and visual riddles inspired by the ancient Greek poet 
Homer, Renaissance artists like Da Vinci, El Greco and Caravaggio and filmmaker Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A 
Space Odyssey. 

His magical stagecraft brings to life a series of breathtakingly inventive live paintings using ten performers 
and a shape-shifting floor that undulates to the sumptuous music of Johann Strauss’ Blue Danube. 

The ancient Greeks referred to time as the 'great tamer' but they also knew that art was capable of 
conquering time and death. 

The Great Tamer is witty and stunning physical theatre that takes shape around the idea that life is a journey 
of discovery — a search for hidden treasure or an inner archaeological dig for meaning. 

Trained at the Athens School of Fine arts, Papaioannou sees himself as a painter on the stage who creates 
worlds of astounding beauty from the human body.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In this poetic, wordless allegory on the passage of time, his performers’ clothed and naked bodies combine in 
vignettes that are at once melancholic and beautiful, while brimming with humour, circus-like stunts and 
optical illusions. 

Perth Festival Artistic Director Wendy Martin says, ‘Dimitris Papaioannou began life as a visual artist and 
animator who dazzled the world with his fantastic visual imagination at the Olympic Games in Athens in 
2004.’ 

‘The Great Tamer is unlike anything you would have seen before. It is like watching Old Masters paintings 
come to life, invested with the added dramatic power of extraordinary performers as the artist’s palette.’  

WHAT: THE GREAT TAMER (contains nudity) 
WHERE: Heath Ledger Theatre 
WHEN: Fri 8 Feb – Tue 12 Feb  
 
BOOKINGS AND FESTIVAL INFO: 08 6488 5555 – perthfestival.com.au  
 

Images and video available here. For further information, interviews or images please contact: 

Stephen Bevis    
+61 8 6488 8618 / 0448 927 281   
sbevis@perthfestival.com.au   
  
Perth International Arts Festival 
Founded in 1953 by The University of Western Australia, the Perth International Arts Festival is the longest 
running international arts festival in Australia and Western Australia’s premier cultural event. The 
Festival has developed a worldwide reputation for excellence in its international program, the 
presentation of new works and the highest quality artistic experiences for its audience. For 65 years the 
Festival has welcomed to Perth some of the world’s greatest living artists and now connects with 
hundreds of thousands of people each year. 

 
Wendy Martin is the Artistic Director 2016 – 19.  
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